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The African Renaissance and International Cooperation Fund (ARF),

established by Act 51 of 2000, exists in order to enhance cooperation between

the Republic of South Africa and other countries, in particular African countries,

through the promotion of democracy. The ARF Strategic Plan clearly sets out

the policy priorities for the 2020 – 2025 period.

The strategic focus of the ARF is guided by the National Development Plan

(NDP): Vision 2030, as unpacked in the Medium Term Strategic Framework

(MTSF) 2019 – 2024 which is in alignment with the African Union’s (AU) Agenda

2063 and the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals 2030 Agenda

(SDGs).

South Africa’s goals for the African continent are the resolution of conflict and

creating conditions in which socio-economic development can take place. From

South Africa’s point of view, socio-economic development cannot take place

without peace and stability as these constitute necessary conditions for such

development. Conversely, socio-economic development is necessary for the

objective of addressing the root causes of conflict and instability.

South Africa will utilise its African Union (AU) Chairship in 2020 to advance the

economic integration of the continent through the African Continental Free

Trade Area (AfCFTA) and lead continental efforts aimed at resolving conflicts in

South Sudan, Libya, Somalia and the Sahel region.

The Annual Performance Plan (APP) 2020 – 2021 focusses on socio-economic

development and the prevention and resolution of conflict in support of South

Africa’s Chairship of the AU. The Executive Authority will provide strategic

direction on the implementation of the priorities that emerge during the 2020 –

2021 period.
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Gift from South Africa to South Sudan

Non-GMO Sweet Red Sorghum



This Strategic Plan is a roadmap, which will serve as a guide to realise the strategic
objectives of the African Renaissance and International Cooperation Fund (ARF) in
pursuing South Africa’s foreign policy. The lessons learned over the past five years
have been used to develop a more focussed Medium Term Strategic Framework
(MTSF) for 2020 –2025 in support of the country’s foreign service policy.

The ARF continued to be an invaluable instrument in pursuit of the Sixth
Administration’s identified seven priorities, which are contained in the MTSF. As
foreign policy is an extension of national priorities, the ARF will contribute to the
seventh priority of “A Better Africa and World” through “enhancing cooperation
between the Republic and other countries, in particular African countries, through
the promotion of democracy, good governance, the prevention and resolution of
conflict, socio-economic development and integration, humanitarian assistance
and human resource development”.

The ARF will continue to comply with the laws and regulatory prescriptions, which
govern the management of public funds in South Africa. We shall therefore
continue to adhere to the established framework for disbursing funds and
ensuring compliance with accounting and monitoring mechanisms.
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It is hereby certified that this Strategic Plan:

1. was developed by the management of the African Renaissance and International Cooperation Fund under the guidance of Dr GNM Pandor

2. takes into account all the relevant policies, legislation and other mandates for which the African Renaissance and International Cooperation Fund 

(ARF) is responsible

3. accurately reflects the impact, outcomes and outputs which the ARF will endeavour to achieve over the period 2020 to 2025.
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Accounting Officer
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Chief Financial Officer:

Deputy Director-General

Financial and Asset Management

Approved by:

Dr GNM Pandor

Executive Authority

Minister
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