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1. Introduction
South

Africa’s
foreign

policy
recognises

the
im

portance
of

a
strong

m
ultilateral

system
of

global
governance

w
hich

allow
s

states
to

collaborate
in

m
anaging

w
orld

affairs
and

solving
com

plex
international

problem
s.

South
Africa

seeks
to

rejoin
the

U
nited

N
ations

(U
N

)
Peacebuilding

C
om

m
ission

(PBC
)

in
order

to
m

ake
a

contribution
to

peacebuilding
and

sustaining
peace

using
the

country’s
enduring

experience
in

conflictprevention,m
anagem

entand
resolution.

South
Africa

has
previously

served
in

the
PBC

and
co-facilitated,

together
w

ith
Ireland

and
M

exico,
the

2010
review

of
the

PBC
.

South
Africa

also
served

and
contributed

to
the

various
country-specific

configurations
ofthe

PBC
.Additionally,the

G
overnm

entofSouth
Africa

has
w

orked
w

ith
the

African
C

entre
for

the
C

onstructive
R

esolution
of

D
isputes

(AC
C

O
R

D
),

a
South

African
research

institution,
w

hich
participated

in
allreview

s
ofthe

U
N

Peacebuilding
Architecture

(PBA),
contributing

substantially
to

the
processes

of
further

im
proving

the
PBA.

South
Africa

continues
to

contribute
to

peacem
aking,

peacekeeping
and

peacebuilding
w

ith
directengagem

ents
in

severalconflictand
post-

conflict
situations

in
various

capacities
including

m
ediation.

South
Africa

has
also

cham
pioned

peacem
aking

and
peacebuilding

in
its

bilateralrelations
and

through
its

active
roles

in
the

Southern
African

D
evelopm

entC
om

m
unity

(SAD
C

),the
African

U
nion

(AU
)

and
the

U
N

as
w

ell
as

in
the

India,
Brazil

and
South

Africa
(IBSA)

configuration
w

ithin
the

context
of

the
IBSA

Facility
for

Poverty
and

H
unger

Alleviation
(IBSA

Fund).

As
the

C
hair

of
the

AU
in

2020,
South

Africa
has

been
active

in
the

C
ontinent's

cam
paign

of
Silencing

the
G

uns.
As

C
hairperson

of
the

AU
,

President
C

yrilR
am

aphosa
has

led
a

com
prehensive

continental
response

to
C

O
VID

-19
to

ensure
thatthe

pandem
ic

does
not

reverse
gains

in
peace

sustainability,
peacem

aking,
peacebuilding

and
developm

ent.

https://w
w

w
.southafrica-usa.net/pm

un/
C

ontacts
w

w
w

.dirco.gov.za
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The
prim

ary
focus

ofSouth
Africa’s

term
as

an
elected

m
em

ber
ofthe

U
N

Security
C

ouncil
(U

N
S

C
)

in
2019

and
2020

has
been

on
Africa.

South
Africa

has
soughtto

use
its

term
on

the
Security

C
ouncilto

focus
attention

on
further

assisting
the

peaceful
resolution

of
conflicts

that
persist

in
Africa

such
as

in
the

C
entralAfrican

R
epublic,

D
em

ocratic
R

epublic
ofC

ongo,
Libya,Sahel,and

South
Sudan.South

Africa
has

also
prioritised

the
im

portance
of

post-conflict
reconstruction

and
developm

ent
for

countries
em

erging
from

conflict
in

order
to

prevent
theirrelapse

into
conflict.

South
Africa

has
sought

to
prom

ote
greater

cooperation
betw

een
the

AU
and

the
U

N
,as

w
ellas

to
furtheradvance

the
fullim

plem
entation

of
the

W
om

en,Peace
and

Security
(W

PS)Agenda,and
the

Youth,Peace
and

Security
(YPS

)Agenda,w
hich

are
im

perative
to

ensuring
inclusive

and
broader

participation
of

all
segm

ents
of

society
in

preserving
peace

and
stability.

Through
South

Africa’s
chairship

of
the

Security
C

ouncil’s
Ad

H
oc

W
orking

G
roup

on
C

onflictPrevention
and

R
esolution

in
Africa,ithas

also
focused

attention
on

the
illicitexploitation

of,and
trade

in,African
naturalresources

as
key

drivers
ofconflicts

on
the

C
ontinentas

w
ellas

on
how

reform
and

governance
of

the
security

sector
contributes

to
conflictprevention,particularly

atcom
m

unity
and

grassroots
level.

Peacekeeping
operations

are
increasingly

playing
pivotal

roles
in

peacebuilding
activities.

South
Africa

rem
ains

one
of

the
m

ain
troop-

and
police-contributing

countries
(T/PC

C
s)

to
U

N
peacekeeping

operations.
South

Africa
is

also
one

of
the

top
T/PC

C
s

that
deploy

w
om

en
peacekeepers.

https://w
w

w
.southafrica-usa.net/pm

un/
C

ontacts
w

w
w

.dirco.gov.za
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2. S
outh A

frica’s guiding 
approach to the P

B
C

South
Africa

intends
to

utilise
its

m
em

bership
of

the
PBC

to
continue

to
support

and
prom

ote
the

w
ork

of
the

C
om

m
ission,

inform
ed

by
pertinent

principles
w

hich
w

e
believe

should
underpin

its
w

ork
by

focusing
on:

•
A

dvisory
role

ofthe
PB

C
:

South
Africa

believes
thatthere

is
a

need
to

continuously
review

and
enhance

the
advisory

role
of

the
PBC

to
both

the
U

N
G

eneralAssem
bly

and
the

U
N

S
C

.Itshould
also

enhance
its

cooperation
w

ith
the

Econom
ic

and
SocialC

ouncil.These
principal

organs
ofthe

U
N

can
benefitfrom

the
w

ork
and

expertise
thatthe

PBC
brings

in
various

country-specific
situations,and

as
situations

evolve.

•
Financing

for
peacebuilding.

Every
effective

and
successful

peacebuilding
effort

rests
on

a
com

bination
of

nationally
identified

peacebuilding
priorities,

im
plem

entation
of

an
agreed

peacebuilding
plan

based
on

the
national

priorities
supported

by
the

international
com

m
unity,

and
ensuring

adequate
and

predictable
financial

resources.South
Africa

w
illw

ork
w

ith
allU

N
M

em
ber

States
tow

ards
reaching

an
agreem

enton
this

im
portantaspect.

•
N

ational
ow

nership:
South

Africa
w

ill
continue

to
advocate

for
the

respect
and

safeguarding
of

the
principle

of
national

ow
nership

in
peacebuilding

activities.This
is

im
portantin

allfacets
ofpeacebuilding

and
nation-building.

A
w

hole
of

society
approach

that
em

pow
ers

the
population

in
advancing

peacebuilding
efforts

is
necessary

to
build

trustand
buy-in.
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•
C

onflict
prevention:

C
onflicts

have
im

posed
a

huge
toll

on
m

any
societies,

especially
on

the
African

continent,
including

death,
displacem

ent,
debt,

and
poverty,

am
ongst

others.
It

is
the

view
of

South
Africa

that
conflict

prevention
is

far
less

expensive
and

m
ore

desirable
than

conflictresolution.In
this

regard,the
PBC

m
ustfurther

strengthen
its

contribution
to

the
internationalcom

m
unity’s

investm
ent

in
prevention

and
ensuring

thatcountries
do

notrelapse
into

conflict.

•
M

anaging
transitions:Som

e
peacekeeping

operations
on

the
African

C
ontinent

are
beginning

to
draw

dow
n.

Post-conflict
transition

processes
have

proven
com

plex,
requiring

careful
coordination

of
efforts

of
various

national
and

international
stakeholders.

C
areful

m
anagem

ent
of

post-conflict
transitions,

from
stabilisation

to
consolidation,

draw
dow

n
and

w
ithdraw

al
of

peacekeepers
to

peacebuilding
and

socio-econom
ic

recovery
and

developm
ent

is
criticalforsustaining

peace.Itis
necessary

forthe
PBC

to
enhance

its
ability

to
supporttransition

processes.

•
Transitional

justice:
Transitional

justice
processes

in
post-conflict

contexts
are

an
im

portantcom
ponentofpeacebuilding.South

Africa’s
Truth

and
R

econciliation
C

om
m

ission,forexam
ple,w

as
predicated

on
the

notion
thatboth

victim
s

and
perpetrators

ofcrim
es

should
have

an
opportunity

to
reflect

on
their

past
experiences

and
m

ove
on

w
ith

the
task

ofstatebuilding,nation-building
and

peacebuilding.
This

heralded
South

Africa’s
focus

on
prom

oting
peace,truth,

reconciliation,
healing

and
justice

as
key

com
ponents

of
transitional

justice
in

post-conflict
societies.South

Africa
w

illcontinue
to

prom
ote

these
principles

in
light

of
the

U
N

declaring
2019

to
2028

as
the

N
elson

M
andela

D
ecade

of
Peace,and

the
AU

having
declared

2014–2024
as

the
N

elson
M

andela
D

ecade
ofR

econciliation
in

Africa.
https://w

w
w

.southafrica-usa.net/pm
un/

C
ontacts

w
w

w
.dirco.gov.za
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•
W

PS:
W

om
en

continue
to

bear
the

brunt
of

structural
and

m
aterial

barriers
that

lim
it

their
participation

in
all

peace
processes

including
peacebuilding.

W
om

en
and

girls
continue

to
suffer

varied
form

s
of

abuse,
including

sexual
and

gender-based
violence

and
sexual

exploitation
and

abuse
in

situations
of

crisis
and

conflict.South
Africa

seeks
to

strengthen
this

them
atic

area
w

ithin
the

peacebuilding
and

peace
sustenance

efforts.
Itw

illdo
so

in
efforts

to
im

plem
entallU

N
SC

resolutions
pertaining

to
the

W
PS

Agenda,
including

resolution
2493

(2019)
adopted

during
South

Africa’s
Presidency

of
the

U
N

S
C

in
O

ctober2019.

•
Youth

and
peacebuilding:South

Africa
recognises

the
youth

dividend
particularly

as
the

African
C

ontinenthas
a

large
youthfulpopulation.It

is
thus

opportune
to

involve
the

youth
in

activities
that

prom
ote

sustainable
peace.

South
Africa

aim
s

to
prom

ote
the

youth
as

agents
ofpeace

through
their

involvem
entprim

arily
in

peacebuilding
activities

particularly
at

com
m

unity
level,

and
foresees

a
greater

role
for

the
O

ffice
ofthe

Secretary-G
eneral's

Envoy
on

Youth
in

this
area.

•
Partnerships

for
peacebuilding:

Fostering
partnership

in
support

of
peacebuilding

reflects
the

recognition
that

peacebuilding
is

a
m

ultidim
ensionalprocess

involving
the

contribution
ofdiverse

national
stakeholders

and
international

partners.
This

includes
partnerships

w
ithin

the
context

of
the

U
N

’s
cooperation

w
ith

regional
and

sub-
regionalorganisations.In

this
instance,South

Africa
advocates

for
the

strengthening
ofthe

partnership
betw

een
the

U
N

and
the

AU
as

w
ellas

R
egional

Econom
ic

C
om

m
unities

across
all

areas
including

in
peacebuilding

and
sustaining

peace.

•
South

Africa’s
direct

contribution
to

peacebuilding:
South

Africa
m

akes
a

direct
contribution

to
consolidating

peace
and

fostering
developm

ent
by

providing
support

to
countries

around
the

w
orld

through
m

echanism
s

w
hich

include
the

IBSA
Fund;

the
African

R
enaissance

Fund;and
the

AU
Peace

Fund.
#U

N
-AU

PartnershiponC
onflictPreventionAndC

risis
M

anagem
ent
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A
d
d
re
ss/C

o
n
tacts

South Africa’s Perm
anent 

M
ission to the U

nited N
ations 

333 East 38th Street 
9th Floor
N

ew
 York 

N
Y 10016

https://w
w

w.southafrica-usa.net/pm
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p
m
u
n
.n
ew
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rk@

d
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w
w
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