Ambassador Matthews presents credentials to the Kazakh President

Tuesday, 11 April 2017, was a remarkable day at the Ak Orda (Presidential Palace) in Astana, Kazakhstan. H.E. Ms Keitumetsi Seipelo Thandeka Matthews, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of South Africa, was among the 7 ambassadors of diplomatic missions accredited to Kazakhstan, who presented letters of credence to H.E. Mr Nursultan Nazarbayev, President of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
The official ceremony started with a salutary report by the Commandant of the Palace and the national anthem performed by the orchestra of the Republican Guard. Following this. Ambassador Matthews saluted the national flag of Kazakhstan.
Welcoming the foreign diplomats, President Nazarbayev noted the multi-vector nature of Kazakhstan’s foreign policy and shared his view on cooperation with those countries, whose representatives were attending the ceremony. 

The Head of State emphasised that Kazakhstan attaches great importance to the development of mutually beneficial cooperation with South Africa, saying that: “South Africa is known as an authoritative member of the world community and a key participant in the political and economic processes taking place on the African continent. Kazakhstan is interested in bringing cooperation with South Africa to a high level of interaction. A positive example of our cooperation was the joint venture Kazakhstan Paramount Engineering, established in 2015”. 
Following the ceremony, Ambassador Matthews gave an interview to media, where she said that it was a pleasure to meet President Nazarbayev to confirm her commitment to growing and the extending friendship between Kazakhstan and South Africa.  She drew attention to the importance of developing strong ties between the youth of both countries in various spheres. She also noted that Kazakhstan paid attention to the empowerment of women and that was a key area to work on and engage with relevant structures to exchange ideas and skills.  
This year Kazakhstan and South Africa mark the 25th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations.
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H.E. Ms Keitumetsi Seipelo Thandeka Matthews and President of the Republic of Kazakhstan H.E. Mr Nursultan Nazarbayev
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