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	Background on the nomination of Ambassador Abdul Samad Minty for the position of Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency


The role of the IAEA

South Africa, a founder member of the IAEA and the most advanced country in the nuclear field on the African continent, has the highest regard for the IAEA and firmly believes in a multilateral approach as the only sustainable road to overcoming the challenges and to fully utilising the opportunities of our world today.  The IAEA is the leading international organisation seeking to accelerate and enlarge the contribution of nuclear energy to peace, health and prosperity throughout the world, in accordance with its statutory mandate. 

South Africa held the designated seat for Africa on the Agency's Board of Governors until 1977, when the country lost its seat due to its apartheid policies.  In 1995, just over one year after the first democratic elections in South Africa, Ambassador Minty was appointed Governor and assumed the designated seat for Africa on the Board of Governors.

Over the years South Africa served in many stewardship positions in the Agency, presided over the 50th Session of the IAEA General Conference, chaired and participated in expert working groups tasked with developing standards and best practices and chaired some IAEA task teams developing positions of the NAM and G77.  Throughout this time Ambassador Minty played a leading role in South Africa’s involvement in the work of the Agency.  

Developing countries have largely benefitted from the Agency’s assistance and co-operation through which it provided material, services, equipment, and facilities to Member States in their efforts to meet the needs of research, development and the practical application of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, facilitating their accelerated economic progress and their achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)

The Agency’s safeguards system plays an essential role in verifying that civil nuclear programmes remain peaceful. This system needs to be strengthened even further. South Africa benefitted from the role the Agency played in verifying the termination of its former nuclear weapons programme, a process that also provided the Agency with valuable experience. 

It is against this background that the South African Government decided to propose the candidature of Ambassador Minty for the position of Director-General of the IAEA and the African Union Heads of State Summit in July 2008 decided to endorse the candidature of Ambassador Minty.

Candidature of Ambassador Minty

In April 1973 Ambassador Minty attended the First UN-OAU Conference on Southern Africa in Oslo, Norway as a member of the Steering Committee.  Four years later in August 1977, he served as a Special Consultant at the 2nd UN-OAU Conference in Lagos, Nigeria where it was proposed to launch the World Campaign against Military and Nuclear Collaboration with South Africa.  The World Campaign was established in Oslo, Norway under the patronage of President Julius Nyerere and other Front Line Heads of State, with sponsors such as Mr Olof Palme, David Steel and Coretta Scott King, wife of the late Martin Luther King.

Ambassador Minty gave evidence to the UN Security Council on South Africa’s apartheid policies in 1977 as well as the UNSC Arms Embargo Committee. Due to his expertise, the OAU requested him to give expert evidence to the UNSC on four occasions thereafter. His last appearance was on 25 May 1994, when the mandatory arms embargo against South Africa was lifted.

It has been a primary goal of South Africa's foreign policy since 1994 to reinforce our role to responsibly deal with issues related to defence products and advanced technologies in the nuclear, biological, chemical and missile fields. In so doing, we also promote the benefits which disarmament, non-proliferation and arms control hold for international peace and security for all. One of the main statutory bodies established to give effect to this policy is the South African Council for the Non-Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction. Ambassador Minty has served as the Chairperson of this Council since June 1995. 

Ambassador Minty played a significant role in South Africa’s multilateral foreign policy development as well as the transformation of the Department of Foreign Affairs after the first democratic elections in 1994.  In 1995 he was assigned by the Department to serve as advisor to South Africa’s delegation at the 1995 Review Conference of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). Thereafter, he led South Africa’s delegation at the subsequent Review Conferences in 2000 and 2005.  As head of the Multilateral Branch from 1995 until 2004, his managerial experience and multilateral expertise proved invaluable in the process of South Africa’s reintegration into the international community.  

The nomination of Ambassador Minty for the position of Director-General of the IAEA is the first of its kind since the dawn of a democratic dispensation in South Africa.  The South African Government believes that Ambassador Minty will serve this organisation well given his long standing commitment and involvement in this area. The IAEA will no doubt benefit from his experience and international exposure both as a seasoned diplomat and an expert on nuclear related issues.

It is South Africa’s firm belief that Ambassador Minty will continue to promote the critical role the Agency must play in promoting the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and that he has the managerial and technical knowledge and experience to guide the IAEA towards finding creative solutions to deal with new questions and challenges arising from the dynamic environment in which the Agency operates. 

A brief curriculum vitae of Ambassador Minty can be found here (link to pdf)
