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Dear Diplomats,

Editor ’s Letter 

Welcome to the electronic edition of It’s your Voice. In

keeping with the times, DIRCO news will now reach

you faster, more regularly and a mere click away. All

DIRCO staff and missions abroad are invited to

regularly contribute to this new platform to publicise

the important work the department does – work that

we all can be proud of.

The Branch: Public Diplomacy (PD) aims to render

specialist support to all the branches in DIRCO by

providing services such as marketing, branding,

media liaison, internal communication, social media

editing and design and layout.

By attending the biweekly PD Forum on Mondays at

11:00, branch representatives are welcome to raise

their requirements for any events planned. In this

way, we’ll also be able to maintain an updated

departmental calendar, enhance planning and

eliminate the clashing of events.

In September each year, South Africa celebrates

Heritage Month, with Heritage Day falling on 24

September. The day is a reminder of the nation’s

cultural diversity and a chance to express national

unity.

Against this background, DIRCO commemorated

Casual Day as well as Heritage Day. See more in this

edition.

Earlier this year, DIRCO launched the “Travel Smart

with DIRCO” Campaign to highlight the consular

services the department offers to distressed South

Africans abroad and tips when travelling.

With an estimated 800 South African citizens in

prisons abroad, all DIRCO staff members should

become Travel Smart Ambassadors for South

Africa.

MM
Mathapelo Monaisa

http://www.dirco.gov.za/






On 21 September 2018, the Directorate: Trade and Investment Promotion organised

a meeting where provincial investment promotion agencies made presentations to

the DIRCO Economic Diplomacy Contact Group.

DIRCO engages provincial investment 

promotion agencies 



On Friday, 7 September 2018, DIRCO officials participated in the annual Casual Day organised by the

Chief Directorate: Transformation and Transversal Programmes.

Casual Day is South Africa's leading fundraising and awareness campaign for persons with disabilities

and is the flagship project of the National Council of and for Persons with Disabilities.





Upcoming events…





28 September DIRCO Heritage Day celebrations, OR Tambo Building

4 – 5 October Review Panel Workshop for Think Tanks on SA’s Foreign Policy

6 October SADC Games, Rietondale Sports Grounds, Pretoria

6 – 7 October Tokyo International Conference of African Development (TICAD)

Tokyo, Japan

8 – 10 October 13th Japan-South Africa Partnership Forum Meeting

Tokyo, Japan

8 – 16 October Budget Mid-term Review Programme 

12 October Quarter 2 Branch Reports due!

17 – 19 October Health and Wellness Days

21 – 25 October Heads of Mission Conference

26 – 27 October South Africa’s International Investment Conference

30 October –

1 November 

20th Meeting of the IORA Committee of Senior Officials (CSO) and the 

18th Meeting of the IORA Council of Ministers,

Durban

31 October Mid-term assessments due!

C a l e n d a r





Contributions can be sent to:

Mathapelo Monaisa @ MonaisaM@dirco.gov.za or Busisiwe Kubheka @ KubhekaB@dirco.gov.za


