Programme

Thursday, 4 December 2008

	Registration 
	8:30
	7.30

	

	Session 1: Opening and Introduction
	9:15
	8:30

	Introduction and Welcome 

Ambassador Delarey van Tonder, Director: North Africa, Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) 
	8:35
	8:30

	Welcoming Remarks by the Conference Co-host

Prof CWI Pistorius, University of Pretoria, Vice Chancellor and Principal, South Africa
	8.45
	8.35

	Multilateralism and Respect for International Law as strategic objectives of South Africa’s Foreign Policy

Ms Sue van der Merwe, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, South Africa
	9:05
	8.45

	Announcement of procedural arrangements by Programme Facilitators
Prof Michèle Olivier, Faculty of Law, University of Pretoria (UP), South Africa Ambassador Delarey van Tonder, Director: North Africa, DFA, South Africa 
	9.15
	9.05

	

	Session 2: Legal Claim to Western Sahara
	10.30
	9:15

	Moderator: Amb Jerry Matjila, Deputy Director-General, DFA, South Africa
	9.20
	9.15

	Morocco’s claim to Western Sahara in terms of International Law

Prof Abdelhamid El Ouali, Professor of Law, University of Casablanca, Morocco
	9.50


	9.20



	The legal claim of the Saharawi people to the right to self-determination and decolonisation
Dr Sidi M. Omar, Member of the Polisario Front Negotiating Team
	10.20


	9.50



	Q & A
	10.45
	10.20

	

	Coffee Break
	11:15
	10:45

	

	Session 3: Historical Background on Western Sahara
	12.20
	11:15

	Moderator: Mr Mxolisi Nkosi, Deputy Director-General, DFA, South Africa
	11:20
	11:15

	History of Western Sahara and Spanish Colonisation of the Territory

Prof. Macharia Munene, Professor of History and International Relations, United States International University, Nairobi, Kenya.
	11:50


	11:20



	Who are the Saharawis?
Mr Toby Shelley, Journalist and Writer, Hitchin, UK
	12.20


	11.50



	Q & A
	12.20
	11:15

	

	Lunch
	13:20
	12.20

	

	Session 4: Multilateralism and the Role of Multilateral Organisations
	16.50
	13.20

	Moderator: Amb Jerry Matjila, Deputy Director-General, DFA, South Africa
	13.30
	13.20

	Self-determination, decolonisation and human rights with reference to the Western Sahara

Prof. Stephen Zunes, Professor of Politics, University of San Francisco, USA
	14.00
	13.30

	Legal Analysis of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) Advisory Opinion on Western Sahara 

Mr Jacob Mundy, Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies, University of Exeter, UK
	14.30


	14.00



	

	Coffee Break
	15.20
	15.00

	

	Role of the United Nations with regard to Western Sahara 

Amb Frank Ruddy, US Ambassador (ret) and Former Deputy Chairman, UN Peacekeeping Mission for Western Sahara (MINURSO), Washington, USA
	15.50


	15.20

	African Union and the Principle of the Sanctity of Colonial Borders 

Prof Haroub Othman, Professor of Development Studies, University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
	16.20


	15.50



	Q & A
	16.50
	16.20

	

	Session 5: Petitions to the Conference
	17.30
	16.50

	

	Official Reception hosted by Prof CWI Pistorius, UP Vice Chancellor and Principal
Cultural Performance by Saharawi acoustic performer, Ms Aziza Brahim Maichan
	20.00
	18.00


friday, 5 December 2008

	 
	Coffee
	8:20
	8:00

	 
	

	Session 6: International Law and Obligations on Occupying and Other States
	11.00
	8:20
	

	Moderator: Mr Pedro Pinto Leite, Secretary International Platform of Jurists for East Timor, 

Leiden, The Netherlands
	8.30
	8:20
	

	Laws of occupation

Prof Christine Chinkin, Professor of International Law, London School of Economics, UK
	9.00


	8.30


	

	Spain’s legal obligations as Administering Power of Western Sahara

Prof Carlos Ruiz Miguel, Professor of Constitutional Law, University of Santiago de Compostela, Spain
	9.30


	9.00


	

	Role and Responsibility of the International Community in support of the resolution of the Western Sahara dispute
Sen Pierre Galand, President of the European Coordination Committee in Solidarity with the Saharawian People, Brussels, Belgium
	10.00
	9.30
	

	Testimony of human rights violations against Saharawis

Ms Aminatou Haidar, 2008 Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Award Recipient, ex-political prisoner, El Ayun, Western Sahara
	10.15


	10.00


	

	Q & A
	11.00
	10.15
	

	
	

	Coffee Break
	11.00
	10.30
	

	
	
	
	

	Session 7: The role of natural resources in the Western Sahara conflict
	13.00
	11.00
	

	Moderator: Amb Ajay Bramdeo, Chief Director: Africa Multilateral, DFA, South Africa
	11.10
	11.00
	

	The legality of exploring and exploiting natural resources in Western Sahara

Ambassador Hans Corell, Swedish Ambassador (ret), Former Under Secretary-General for Legal Affairs and the Legal Counsel of the United Nations, Sweden
	12.10
	11.10
	

	The role of natural resources in the Western Sahara conflict

Mr Eric Hagen, Journalist from the Norwegian news service, Norwatch, Oslo, Norway
	12.40
	12.10
	 

	Q & A

	13.00
	12.40
	 


	

	Lunch
	14.00
	13.00

	

	Session 8: International Law and Multilateralism: Western Sahara from Stalemate to Statehood
	16.00
	14.00

	Moderator: Amb Kingsley Mamabolo, Deputy Director-General, DFA, South Africa
	14.10
	14.00

	A solution for the Western Sahara conflict based on Multilateralism and full respect for International Law

Mr Francesco Bastagli, Former Special Representative of the Secretary-General in Western Sahara, Italy
	14:30
	14:10

	Geopolitics and Realpolitik as impediments to the Saharawis Right to Self-determination     

To be confirmed
	14.50
	14.30

	Western Sahara from Stalemate to Statehood

Mr M’hamed Khadad, Polisario Coordinator with the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) and Spokesperson for the Polisario Negotiating Team, Bir Lehlou, Western Sahara
	15.10
	14.50

	Q & A
	15.40
	15.10

	Session 9: Summary and Main Conclusions
	16.00
	15.40

	Amb Ebrahim M. Saley, Chief Director: North Africa, Department of Foreign Affairs, South Africa
	16.00
	15.40


   

