AUTOMATIC LOSS OF SOUTH AFRICAN CITIZENSHIP 

Unless a South African citizen has been granted retention of his or her South African citizenship prior to acquiring another citizenship, he or she will lose their South African citizenship automatically if they are 18 years and older and:

· has obtained the citizenship of another country by a voluntary and formal act, other than marriage; or 

· is serving in the armed forces of another country (where he or she is also a citizen) and that country is at war with South Africa.

DEPRIVATION OF SOUTH AFRICAN CITIZENSHIP
A South African citizen could be deprived of his or her South African citizenship if he or she is a citizen by naturalisation and:
· his or her certificate of naturalisation was obtained fraudulently;
· he or she concealed a material fact relating to his or her application;
· he or she supplied false information about him or herself; or 
· a dual citizen may be deprived of his or her SA citizenship if he or she has, at any time, been sentenced to 12 months or more imprisonment in any country for an offence that would also have been a punishable offence in South Africa, or if deprivation would be in the public interest.
A person will be afforded the opportunity to show cause why he or she should not be deprived of their citizenship before a final decision is taken.

General information about South African citizenship is available on the website of the Department of Home Affairs: http://www.dha.gov.za/index.php/civic-services/citizenship.
