REGISTRATION OF A MARRIAGE ABROAD
There is no formal application for the registration of the marriage of a South African citizen, who got married abroad. The Department of Home Affairs should however be informed of the marriage, so that the marital status and surname, if it has changed, of a South African citizen may be updated on the National Population Register. 
The following documentation must be submitted to register the marriage in person during the consular business hours:
· a letter from the applicant requesting the marriage abroad to be registered on the National Population Register; the letter must also include the applicant’s contact details (residential address, mobile phone number and email address);

· the applicant’s original South African passport (or identity document), and a photocopy of the page with the applicant’s biometric data / photograph;
· the applicant’s spouse’s original passport (or identity document), and a photocopy of the page with the applicant’s biometric data / photograph;
· the applicant’s original foreign marriage certificate with an apostille in terms of the 1961 Hague Convention affixed to it to prove authenticity, and a photocopy of the foreign marriage certificate and apostille; 
Please note:
- There is no application fee for the registration of a marriage abroad and upon registration of the marriage at the Department of Home Affairs in Pretoria, no certificate would be issued. Applicants may however verify their marital status at the Department of Home Affairs website to ensure that it is indeed correct / updated either online (see http://www.dha.gov.za/status/Status.html) or by contacting the Client Service Centre: Tel.: +27 11 461 9252; Email: csc@dha.gov.za.
- Female South African citizens whose surnames have changed after marriage may apply for a tourist passport and/or an identity document, which reflects her new married surname – current legislation stipulates that female married applicants may elect to use their married surname, their maiden surname, a combination of both current married surname and maiden surname i.e. double-barrel surname or any other surname which she bore at any prior time, without having to formally apply for change of surname.
- Male South African citizens whose surnames have changed after marriage must make a formal application for change of surname. 

PAGE  
1

