TEN YEAR CELEBRATIONS OF FREEDOM

THE INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME

1
INTRODUCTION AND CONTEXT 

The celebration of the first decade of freedom and democracy will be a fitting occasion to pay tribute to the international community for playing a key role in the struggle against Apartheid, the birth of freedom and the attainment of democracy in South Africa. International solidarity was one of the pillars on which the struggle for the liberation of South Africa was anchored.

The ending of apartheid was a joyous moment in the history of the continent. Africa sacrificed much during the course of the liberation struggle. South African refugees and their liberation movements were offered food, shelter and facilities to enhance the common endeavour of bringing about freedom and democracy to South Africa.

South Africa’s liberation marked the conclusion of a gallant chapter of decolonisation in Africa. The Liberation Committee of the OAU played a major role in campaigning for the liberation of Angola, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Namibia, and South Africa. Hence the dawn of freedom and democracy in South Africa was a significant development, not just for South Africa, but for Africa, the developing world, and indeed humanity in its entirety. Upon the attainment of their own liberation, countries of the region sustained South Africa during the liberation struggle. It is against this background that the destiny of South Africa is intertwined with that that of the region.

South Africa has had a special link with the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). Even before the formal establishment of the NAM in 1961, the liberation movement had forged links with the founders of the NAM at the historic Bandung Conference of Afro-Asian Peoples in Indonesia where South Africa was represented by a two-person delegation. In many respects, our struggle for peace, freedom and justice parallels the epic quest of the non –aligned countries which went through a similar experience and which stems from the consolidation of their independence, freedom, sovereignty and territorial integrity.

The UN, its Organs and Specialised Agencies, the Commonwealth, the NAM, the OAU, the ex-SADCC and Frontline States, all need to be honoured for their role in the struggle for the liberation of South Africa.

Tribute also needs to be paid to the world anti-apartheid movement, whose selfless struggles contributed to the achievement of our freedom. This network of groupings in various capitals of the world demonstrated remarkable solidarity with the liberation struggle. Their material support sustained the liberation movement. Through their campaigns, and painstaking lobbying they kept the issue of the liberation of South Africa on the international agenda.

Events marking the first decade of freedom and democracy should aim to rekindle the solidarity built during the struggle against apartheid in support of the further transformation of SA. They should provide a platform for discussing the country’s achievements since 1994, raising awareness and understanding of the immense socio-economic challenges facing the country and considering how international partnerships and solidarity can be mobilised to meet the challenges ahead.

Summary of our Main Achievements

In the last ten years, South Africa has normalised relations with the world. We have made the transition from a pariah state to a good, responsible global citizen. We have rejoined significant regional, continental and multilateral institutions, and are actively promoting our interests, those of Africa, the South, and  humanity. South Africa has built strong bilateral relations with Africa and the South, and has strengthened and expanded relations with the North.

South Africa was priviledged to host a number of multilateral conferences, namely the UNCTAD IX (1996); NAM Summit (1998); CHOGM (1999); UNAIDS Conference (2000); WCAR (2001); WSSD (2002); Inaugural Summit of the AU (2002). South Africa has also hosted a number of hallmark international sports events, including: the Rugby World Cup (1995); the African Cup of Nations (1996); Athletics World Cup (1998); All Africa Games (1999); and the Cricket World Cup (2003). These events have raised SA’s international profile and have generally impacted positively on the economy.

Over the past nine years, SA has promoted regional integration within the context of SADC and SACU. SADC is undergoing a process of restructuring that will enable the organisation to better respond to the challenges facing the region.

At the level of the continent, SA has played a leading role in the transition from the OAU to the AU as a more effective pan-African continental body, and also in crafting NEPAD.

SA’s efforts at the continental and regional level are supported by engagements with  International Financial Institutions (IFIs) to shape the international financial and development architecture to become more favourable to African countries and the South. In its capacity as Chair of the World Bank’s Development Committee, SA has made an important contribution to translating the Monterrey Consensus on Financing for Development and the WSSD Declaration into an international framework of engagement between developing and developed countries. It has also actively promoted ways of broadening and strengthening the voice and voting power of developing countries in the Fund and the Bank.

Since 1994, SA has placed a premium on achieving peace, security and stability in Africa and the rest of the world. We have been involved in the Comoros, DRC, Lesotho, Burundi, Madagascar, Ethiopia/Eritrea, Liberia, etc. We assisted with humanitarian and relief operations in Angola, Algeria, Malawi, Mozambique, and Tanzania. At a global disarmament level, SA played a key role in promoting global peace and security through the NPT process, the land mine ban treaty, the Pelindaba Treaty, etc.  

SA has sought to contribute towards the strengthening of a democratic, transparent and rules-based international political and economic system in order to be more reflective of the global realities. Multilateralism has provided SA the platform to advance a progressive agenda on issues of human rights, democracy and good governance, peace and stability, international trade, sustainable development, health, etc.

As Chair of NAM, SA made an important contribution to re-invigorating the organisation and infusing it with a new purpose following the end of the Cold War. The most significant achievement of the NAM in the last ten years is the fact that the UNMDGs reflect the Agenda of the South. The NAM and G77 lobbied strongly for the integration of this agenda into the MDGs.

Within the Commonwealth, SA chaired the High Level Group on the Review of the Commonwealth, which redefined the mandate of CMAG and the committees and structures of the organisation.

SA’s strategy in transforming North-South relations has included an ongoing and meaningful dialogue with the North through bilateral meetings, engagement with the G8 and through a series of multilateral conferences.  

2
HIGH WATER MARK EVENTS            

In line with the Strategic Framework for marking SA’s 10 Years of Freedom, DFA, including SA missions abroad, has planned a range of activities covering the different phases.  In order to for the celebrations to be rolled out across all the phases until December 2004, and with an eye on the budget; the nature of the campaigns and programme will focus on high water mark events.  This will also be in line with Cabinet’s decision to anchor major events around National Days like Human Rights Day, Youth Day, Women’s Day etc, and on other high level activities like:

The Solidarity Conference held under the auspices of the SA High Commission in the UK from 24 – 26 October 2003.  The main thrust of this conference was to re-connect with old constituencies in order to garner their support with the roll out of next year’s programme and other sustainable development programmes going forward.  Other concentrated meetings, possibly on a smaller scale are envisaged for the Americas and  Scandinavian countries.

In pursuit of strengthening ties with the African Diaspora the President led a SA delegation which participated in the Bicentennial Celebrations of  the Republic of Haiti on 01 January 2004, following a State Visit to the Bahamas. In return Haiti and CARICOM will also play a role in SA’s celebrations.

In Phase 3 – Celebrating 10 Years of Freedom - Missions will host high level commemorative events to coincide with Freedom Day.  Africa Day Celebrations will also be linked to the  humility message, with the main thrust being  SA paying tribute to the OAU member states for their tremendous contribution.

SA will host the Africa Asia Sub-regional Conference (AASROC) in June 2004.

This meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs will prepare for the 50th Anniversary Celebrations of the Bandung Conference. 

In Europe Stockholm, Russia, Bern, Berlin, Paris, Madrid, Paris, Hungary and

London have been selected as focal points for the celebrations. High water mark

events include country-wide commemorative services at major Churches in Britain,

a massive SA music concert in Hyde Park in London, and a special focus on Africa and  

NEPAD at the Barcelona Forum (Dialogue Series) in Spain.  Nation-wide promotion of 

South African products by major Department stores in Germany, Spain, the UK and Italy 

are also planned. The oratorio  U Shaka is set to tour major European capitals, there will 

be a special focus on South Africa at the Cannes Film Festival, another in the  

programme of the World Children's Festival in the Netherlands, friendly soccer

 matches to promote the SA’s World Cup Bid, as well as a special year-round

 programme of activities in Switzerland. 

In the Americas, Haiti, Cuba, the U.S.A. Jamaica, Argentina, Brazil, New Orleans and Memphis have been selected as focal points for the celebrations.  Planned events include South African participation in the Academy Awards (Oscars), Interviews of High level SA leaders on the Oprah Winfrey Show, Seminar on the NEPAD in Argentina, the screening of popular SA films at cultural centres in Buenos Aires and Cordoba,  SA jazz musicians to perform at a concert in Argentina, the New Orleans Jazz festival and Memphis will in May honour South Africa in 2004.  SA participation in Brazil’s February Carnival is also being explored

The culmination of the celebrations  in the U.S.A is set to be a high profile gala event at the Kennedy Centre in Washington, on 16 May to be attended by President Mbeki and other African leaders.  The City of Cordoba has extended an open invitation of use Cabildo (an antique building) to exhibit SA art, handicrafts, paintings etc

On  Africa Day Addis Ababa will stage a major event at which SA will express its gratitude to the continent.  Drawing on the SOMAFCO legacy, the Mission in Tanzania will host a high level Youth Day event.  Mozambique will have a strong focus on women  in  August and also host a family fun day and a VIP studded gala event.   

A programme detailing how the UN will also be utilised as a vehicle for our celebrations includes exploring the possibility of a special issue UN postal stamp, exhibitions in both New York and Geneva and the possibility of a reception hosted by the President during UNGA 59. 

The diplomatic community in South Africa will be engaged through a series of seminars which will cover the main themes and messages.  An outreach programme which will entail arranging tours of the whole country by members of the diplomatic corps in order to expose them to our rich diversity beyond the capital and major cities is also on the cards.

3
THE INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME BY REGION

3.1
AFRICA 

ABUJA

A South African music celebration including younger artists in collaboration with  Nigerian musicians in the form of an open concert at the National Stadium in Abuja (capacity 60 000) – stadium set-up for a concert would house up to 30 000 spectators.

The celebration would coincide with Youth Day 16 June 2004.

Another celebration would coincide with Women’s Day in August 2004.  The proposal is to construct a commemorative wall in the Abuja Millenium Park to be decorated by a celebrated SA Mural/graphic Artist on one side and for SA and Nigerian women and youth to paint celebratory messages on the other. 

Some of the dignitaries in attendance would be Minister of Foreign Affairs/Deputy Minister of Home Affairs, women in government, women business leaders and other guests invited by the High Commissioner.

ALGIERS

The Mission intends to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of Democracy in South Africa by having a South Africa Week from the 16th and culminating in the Freedom Day Celebrations on the 27th .  This would include a food fair, musical performance and a cultural exhibition.  The theme of the SA Week will be Celebrating Freedom: A Journey from South to North. This theme will have both a political and geographical significance.  Politically it will celebrate both South Africa’s freedom and that of Algeria.  South African celebrations will also coincide with Algeria Revolution’s 50th celebrations..  Geographically it will portray the South – North axis of cooperation in Africa, which is deeply embedded in the NEPAD and of which both countries are driving forces.

The Hilton Hotel has been identified as a suitable venue as it has the capacity to host an event of this nature.  The Mission has already had consultations with the Managing Director of the Hilton and they are prepared to co-host this event together with the South African Embassy.

CAIRO

Apartheid Museum Exhibition and Seminars

A Seminar will be held at the American University in Cairo.  The following topics will be covered:

AUC Ambassador Lecture, SA’s Foreign Policy: Past, Present and Future, Gender and Youth Issues, Institutions of democracy, and SA’s economic challenges in the globalised world.

Another Seminar to be held at Cairo University will cover the following topics:

NEPAD, Afro-Arab Co-operation, Challenges of transformation – From liberation movement to ruling part, Civil society in South Africa – Pre and post democracy, and Establishing a culture of human rights in a democratic dispensation – The South African experience.

Tourism Workshop
The Mission is planning to send an electronic media team to South Africa to record tourist sights, which will be featured on Egyptian TV Channels during the Freedom Day week.  Prior to the flighting of the programme, a workshop will be conducted for travel agents and consumers, to give information and create greater awareness so that the flighted programme reinforces the given message.

Other activities that will be hosted in honour of 10 Years of Democracy are as follows:

South African Cultural Week

Arts and Crafts Exhibition

Musical Performance by a South African Jazz Group

Performance by a Traditional Dance Group

SA Film Festival Week

School Essay Competition
The Mission will initiate a school essay competition among the local schools to create awareness about South Africa and  promote cultural ties between South Africa and Egypt.  The winners will be awarded a prize that entails a visit to South Africa, to be hosted by a South African school.

Model UN Debate
The Mission will request the Cairo Model UN to hold a special debate on International Racism and the South African experience.

COTE D’IVOIRE

A cultural event at the Cultural Centre in Abidjan
SA groups to be invited.  There would be displays from the various SA government departments.  Speakers from SA on negotiations, reconciliation, NEPAD and financial themes.  Attendees will include members of the diplomatic community, business contacts, government officials and members of the public.

GABORONE

A Cocktail/Reception to which the Botswana government officials, members of the diplomatic officials, members of the diplomatic corps, Mission contact etc. could be invited.  The Mission also wishes to involve as many of the South African ex-patriate  community living and working in Botswana as possible to this event.

The event may include a performance by a South African musician/group and could include a cultural performance from South Africa.   Traditional South African food will be served.

Seminar/workshop focusing on the role and position of women in South Africa since the first democratic elections in April 1994.  Topics will include Structure, legislation, management and representation.

Exhibition by various South African Government Departments.  The focus will be on the role of each Department in the transformation of the South African society since 1994 to 2004.  Speakers could again be approached to speak on the role and function of Government and its institutions.  The idea is to give the people of Botswana (and other people from all other nationalities living in Botswana) the opportunity to better understand aspects such as the South African Constitutions with its unique features on human rights. 

An open day to be organised for all South Africans living in Botswana.  The main aim would be to demonstrate South Africa’s cultural diversity.  The day could be used to display South African garments, food and young and up coming artists.   The day will be organised at an open venue.

KIGALI

The Mission will incorporate Rwanda’s Commemoration of the genocide.  The Mission plans to erect a plaque in memory of the people who perished in the Rwandan genocide.  The RSA’s celebration in Rwanda will be a gesture from the people of South Africa.

LILONGWE

A series of workshops on NEPAD and Peer Review Mechanism for the business sector,   academia, senior civil servants, political parties and members of  civil society.

It is envisaged that the workshops in question would be jointly co-ordinated with the Office of the African Union Southern Africa Region, and these workshops would be interspersed with South Africa’s Fashion Week, intended to promote African designs by South African designers.

The Mission would have to bring a NEPAD Secretariat expert to Malawi to present the main paper, as well as to facilitate the workshops. 

MAPUTO

The Mission has decided to combine the South Africa Week activities with the 10th year anniversary celebrations.  This would then mean that the Freedom Day 27 April 2003 would be preceded by a series of still to be determined events culminating to the main event on 27 April 2003. (Freedom Day)

Other events will be:

A cocktail (celebrations to be officially opened by Minister Alec Erwin and Minister Luisa Diogo)

A Gala night (guest of honour: HE Dr NC Dlamini-Zuma)

Open Family Day (featuring Ihash’ilimhlope or any cultural artist)

MBABANE

The mission intends to celebrate the 10th anniversary in the following manner:

Venue: Esibayeni Lodge.

Cultural groups would be invited (one from South Africa and one from Swaziland)

Organise displays that would depict South Africa’s achievements over the decade.

PORT LOUIS

Day one:

Art exhibition and cultural show (art will be exhibited for 4 days)

Day two:

Book fair and cultural show

Day three:

Tourism Exhibition and cultural show

Day Four

SA Film festival and cultural show

Day Five:

National day celebrations

RABAT

The North Africa Desk to arrange an interview with former President Nelson Mandela in order to glean as much information as possible on the visits to Morocco in the sixties.  Photos, newspaper cuttings or other memorabilia (or copies thereof) depicting the visit to be displayed at a suitable venue.

Musicians /dance group from South Africa to participate in the festivities.

WINDHOEK

A cocktail function on the 27th April.  Attendees will include dignitaries (politicians, diplomats, business executives and high-ranking officials).

A festival on the 1st May that will boast music groups, from South Africa and Namibia.  Groups, arts, crafts and technology and tourism exhibition.

The Mission is speaking to SA businesses represented in Namibia and is hoping to go into PPP with them on this project.  A few companies such as SAA have already expressed interest even though they could not as yet speak of amounts that they could pledge to sponsor such a function.

HARARE

The Mission will host the following functions:

Delivery of a keynote address by a high profile SA representative.

Business function to be hosted by either the Minister of Finance or Trade and Industry.

Celebrations of the South African culture.

Hosting of sporting events including coaching clinic for cricket, a mini marathon with 3 or 4 SA athletes (with Mission’s own trophy)

Films

Business breakfast meeting to be hosted with a motivational speaker

Charity Dinner

Memorial of the fallen heroes

3.2
AMERICAS AND CARRIBEAN

OCTOBER 2003

MEXICO

Exhibition/ Film: The Mexican Foreign Ministry is in the process of planning celebrations during the month of October 2003, in commemoration of the date when diplomatic relations between South Africa and Mexico were concluded. The Foreign Ministry intends to have a cultural exhibition and the Embassy has already requested South African films and documentaries for screening during this time. The artefacts which the Embassy has recently received for use at the current tourism show, will then also be put to good use.
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2003

BRAZIL

Miscellaneous: The Mission is considering producing a glossy commemorative calendar

(a page per month) with pictures celebrating the transformation process in South Africa. 

The Calendar will also contain general information on South Africa and possibly profile

on leading freedom fighters such as Oliver Tambo, Nelson Mandela, Steve Biko etc.

DECEMBER 2003

ARGENTINA

Tourism/Media: In co-operation with the Directorate: Marketing, the Mission plans to organise a one-week visit (later this year) to South Africa by an Argentine tourism journalist from one of the mass-circulation newspapers. The main objective of such an exercise will be to expose the Argentine (travelling) public to the wide range of affordable and attractive tourism products our country has.

CUBA

VIP SPEAKERS/SEMINARS: Inviting former President Mandela, as a special guest to focus on the  past and the present, it is also envisaged that he would also visit the Dominican Republic, Jamaica and Mexico

FEBRUARY 2004

BRAZIL

Performance/Dance/Music: Carnival is the most prominent Brazilian cultural event. The

Embassy will seek participation in three major cities, viz: Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro and

Salvador in order to have the "Celebration of a decade of Democracy in South Africa"

adopted as a carnival theme. The missions will also seek to feature appropriate South

African musicals as part of the carnival.

USA: LOS ANGELES

Speaker/VIP/Performance/Dance/Music.  This component of the celebration envisages South African participation in the Academy Awards Ceremony (The Oscars) with tributes to Hollywood’s contribution to the struggle for human rights in South Africa, both through individual actors, directors and producers and through landmark films.  There is a possibility of performances by South African artists during the Oscars, which will also ensure world-wide media coverage for South Africa.

USA: CHICAGO

VIP/Speaker/Media.  This event would focus around Oprah Winfrey and her show. It is envisaged that the tribute will take the form of interviews on the show of South African leaders including prominent South African women. The Oprah Book Club could have a focus on South African writers over that period whilst at the same time highlighting Oprah’s South African projects.

MARCH 2004

ARGENTINA (INCLUDING URUGUAY)

Speaker/VIP/Seminar: It is planned that senior officials from the NEPAD Secretariat in

Pretoria (such as Prof. Wiseman Nkuhlu) be invited to make a presentation on

opportunities available in African economies for trade and investment in the light of the

launch of the African Union and NEPAD. The presentation would be preceded by a

briefing on various aspects on the African Union by African Heads of Mission.
ARGENTINA (INCLUDING URUGUAY)

Seminar: Seminar on investment and trade opportunities in South Africa, to be

addressed by a senior official from Trade and Investment South Africa (TISA). Topics to

include key investment sectors, such as agro processing, information technology,

telecommunications, tourism, etc. 

MARCH/APRIL 2004

ARGENTINA (INCLUDING URUGUAY)

Film: The Mission plans to arrange the screening of popular South African films at

cultural centres in Buenos Aires and Cordoba. Amongst the films that could be screened,

with Spanish subtitles, are the following:


-Waiting for Valdez by Dumisani Phakathi;


-A drink in the passage by Zola Maseko;


-God is African by Akin Omotoso;


-Down under by Neil Sonnekus;


-Chickin Biznis by Nthsaveni wa Luruli;


-Mapantsula by Oliver Schmitz;


-Cry the Beloved Country by Darrell Roodt;


-Fools by Ramadan Suleman; and


-Mr Bones by Gray Hofmeyr.
CUBA

Media drive to popularise the ten years of democracy and educate citizens on RSA and its successes. T.V. and radio talk shows, articles in Spanish and English. 

Will also run a TV competition on RSA and the past ten years. Will be directed at different audiences e.g. different ones for youth and for adults. Drawing competitions for different age groups. 

Prizes could be books, crafts or pictures from RSA.

Africa Day will be used to promote NEPAD/AU in consultation with the Africa Group. In keeping with the Ministers’ Road show on Nepad, one of our Ministers in the priority areas in Cuba e.g. Health, Human Resource, Science and Technology. will be invited

On Freedom Day  – Tuesday 27th April 2004 there will be a lecture by Mr. Mandela. 

A big cultural event that will include RSA and Cuban performers will be held on the weekend of Saturday 1st May.

APRIL 2004

CUBA

Seminar: Judge Albie Sachs, Minister Trevor Manuel, Fr Michael Lapsley, and Minister Bridgett Mabandla.

Visitors to speak on the “Road to and in democracy” - Judge Albie Sachs  who lost his arm in fighting for democracy s now a Constitutional Court Judge protecting democracy; Father Lapsley also lost an arm in building democracy and is now the President of the Cuba South Africa Society. Besides individual lectures they will also join panels on other topics particularly AU and Nepad. Some of these are already invited by the Mission in Spain and could proceed from there to Cuba.
APRIL 2004

PERU

Performance/ Exhibition:  The Mission is planning to invite South African performers to visit Peru to show case South African cultures and dance. It is also the intention of the Mission to exhibit complete items and give presentations on South African Arts, cultures and dishes during the said period. Television videos will be shown, tourism brochures and material on AU and NEPAD will be handed out to participants in order to promote African Union, NEPAD programmes and South Africa as a tourism destination. 

CHILE

Music/Performance: Santiago plans on taking an eight-member music group to Chile.

Three performances are envisaged around the time of the 2004 Freedom Day

celebration. 
BRAZIL

Music/Performance: It is planned that a leading South African group be brought to

perform at various venues in Brazil (Brasilia, Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro and Salvador).

The suggestion is for a group like Ladysmith Black Mambazo or the Mahotella Queens. 

The dates for the performance will be 23, 24, 26, 27, 28 April. Cultural officers at both

Missions, in conjunction with the Marketing Division and the Department of Arts and

Culture will work out the logistics and fine details of the project.
ARGENTINA (INCLUDING URUGUAY)

Music/Performance: The Mission plans to invite a South African Jazz band to perform

at a concert late in April. The band could be comprised of not more than six musicians so

as to minimise costs.

BRAZIL

Media: The Mission intends sponsoring a prominent TV station in Brazil to visit South

Africa with a view to covering progress made in SA on improving socio-economic

conditions. The idea is to air the product around the time of the celebrations.

USA: NEW ORLEANS AND MEMPHIS

Exhibition/VIPs/Performance/Dance/Music/Tourism Promotion: The New Orleans Jazz Festival and Memphis in May Festival link well together because the one flows from the other and both have agreed to honour South Africa in 2004. This offers the opportunity to rationalise the sourcing of musicians, artists, crafters, business exhibitors, etc. by bringing them up for a considerable period, which will largely be underwritten by the two festivals. Association with this classical American tradition provides South Africa the opportunity to showcase South African music, arts and craft, food and culture and an opportunity to turning the central acreage of the showgrounds into a South African “village” for the duration of both festivals. The involvement of SAA and SATourism in both events, as well as the keen interest shown by Standard Bank SA, Old Mutual and 3M, bode well for the Washington Embassy’s participation without any significant financial exposure.

MEXICO

Tourism/Film/Music/Dance: During a "South Africa Week", either coinciding with the April 27 celebration or at another time, a South African food and cultural festival is also being contemplated.  In this regard the Embassy is in the process of arranging an exchange between Mexican Chefs and South African counterparts.  Tourism promotion, film and documentary screenings, performance by a music/dance group will form part of the SA Week.

AUGUST 2004

USA: WASHINGTON D.C.

VIP/Speaker/Dance/Music/Performers/Exhibition. The culmination of the celebrations in the USA is set to be a high profile gala event at the Kennedy Centre on 16 May hopefully to be attended by President Mbeki and other South African leaders, as part of a multi-city State visit.  The Gala would focus and be centred around entertainment and performances by the very finest of South African and American talent. The event will in many respects resemble the Celebrate South Africa Gala Event that was hosted by the South African High Commission in London in May 2001.

SEPTEMBER 2004

ARGENTINA (INCLUDING URUGUAY)

Exhibition/Promotion: The Mission plans to host an exhibition of South African children's books on 8 to 12 September 2003. The books will be provided by the Children's Literature Unit of the University of South Africa. Liaison with the Children's Literature Unit of UNISA and our Mission in Sao Paulo (which will host the exhibition on 1 to 6 September 2003) is ongoing.

CANADA

Exhibition (Arts): A travelling exhibition of art and artifacts, called "Freedom to Freedom", depicting major developments in South African history, will start in South Africa (March 2004), move to Canada (Sep 2004) and later to the USA (no dates yet).  This flagship project in celebration of South Africa's tenth anniversary of democracy is a joint venture between South Africa and Canada.

USA: NEW YORK CITY

Seminar/VIP/Speaker/Conference.  This event, which will be in the format of a conference/seminar, envisages using the presence of the President and Minister at the United Nations General Assembly, to focus on business/investment opportunities in South Africa. The Council on Foreign Relations is prepared to facilitate a major Business Summit that will be addressed by the President and various Ministers.
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2004

CUBA

SA Arts and Crafts will be loaned from artists and crafters for exhibitions, more will be bought for sale in Cuba throughout the year especially during the Craft Fair in December.

Muralists to come and work on a mural reflecting the RSA-Cuba friendship with a Cuban artist who will do the same in RSA the following year   

OCTOBER - DECEMBER

There will be a focus on different aspects of RSA culture e.g. music, dance, cuisine, films etc. during SA Cultural Weeks, which will include workshops, interviews and lectures. 

CHILE

Exhibition: The Embassy proposes an exhibition of 25-30 paintings, and artefacts.

OCTOBER 2004

MEXICO

Music: The South African jazz-brass band "Phambili" has been invited by the Mexican organisers to participate in this year's Cervantino festival.  The Ambassador has been invited by the Governor of Guanajuato to attend the festival and to acquaint himself with the facilities for the October 2004 festival when South Africa will feature as the special guest country as part of 10 year celebration.  This is the biggest and most popular music festival in Mexico and an excellent platform for promoting South African culture.

NO DATE INDICATED 

BRAZIL

Speaker/VIP/seminar: Seminars on Trade and Investment. Venue : Sao Paulo. The

Missions intend to host several trade and investment seminars. There should be

ministerial seminars accompanied by trade missions particularly in four areas: Trade

and Investment led by Minister Manuel; Agriculture, including the ARC led by Minister

T. Didiza: Minerals and Energy including all other related institutions led by Minister

Phumzile Mlambo-Ncguka: Science and Technology to be led by Minister Ngubane.

The mission will also investigate what high level seminars are being planned for next 

year, so as to piggyback on these for inclusion. These seminars will include counterparts

in Brazil and will be targeted to specific high level and stakeholder audiences and

participants.

The Ambassador and the Consul General will pursue their seminar programmes, and

co-ordinate such to be evenly spread across the year.

ARGENTINA 

Seminar/Tourism: Mission to arrange a seminar on South Africa as an affordable and

attractive destination for tourism before an audience comprised of major (Argentine) tour

operators and journalists specialising in tourism and related matters.

MEXICO

Misc: The Mexican Metro Company has requested the Embassy to assist in providing a South African artist to paint a wall in one of the major metro stations in Mexico City.  As millions of people make use of the metro to travel around the city, this will be an opportunity to promote South African art as well.  

BRAZIL

Seminar/speaker: Seminar and Exhibition on Science and Technology in Sao Paulo.

Theme: South African innovations in the areas of Science and Technology

Speakers:  Leading academic such as Dr Francis Thackeray (Palaeontologist dealing with Cradle of Mankind) to provide insight in the advances made by South Africa in the areas of Science and Technology. 

ARGENTINA 

Seminar/Miscellaneous: Offers by city and university authorities in the provinces of

Cordoba and Santa Fe will be taken up by the Ambassador and used to showcase South

Africa both in terms of the history of its great transformation, its current attraction as a

trading partner/investment destination and the depth of its cultural wealth. A public

lecture is envisaged at the historic National University of and the Universidad del

Litoral in Santa Fe, possibly with the participation of South African

academic(s)/university principal(s) to explore possibilities and areas of academic exchange (research, teaching, student exchange, etc.)

ARGENTINA 

Exhibition/Dance/Music/Miscellaneous: The city of Cordoba has extended an open

invitation to use the Cabildo (an antique building that forms part of the historic area of

the city) to exhibit South African art, handicrafts, paintings, films and do performances

(music, dance and films). This will be done in close collaboration with African Diaspora

organisations such as Dr Lucia Molina's Casa del Indo-Africana Americana of Santa Fe;

about 3hrs away, driving.

BRAZIL

Seminar/speaker: Seminar on NEPAD/AU in Sao Paulo and Brasilia. Speakers from

South Africa (or other African countries) and Brazil will be invited. Seminar to be held

by both the Missions together with Forum Africa, an Afro-Brazilian organisation, to deal

with the theme of NEPAD/AU and South Africa's role since the inception of its

democracy in 1994.

BRAZIL

Speaker/VIP/Seminar: Seminars on human rights and poverty eradication in various

Brazilian centres could create linkages and partnerships between South Africa and Brazil

in achieving both the respect for human rights and poverty eradication. While the

seminars could be used to share experiences, they could also be used to celebrate South

Africa's successes in these fields in the ten years of her democracy. It is envisaged that

the seminars will be conducted at Ministerial level where the South African Minister of

Social Development and the Minister in the Presidency, together with their Brazilian

counterparts could be speakers. The end result could be an undertaking, in the form of a

Declaration, by the two countries to pioneer a joint project to eradicate poverty in their

respective countries as a pledge to the promotion of human rights.
BRAZIL

Exhibition/Photographic Exhibition: The Mission plans to launch a photographic

gallery of contrasts between what South Africa was and what it is today. The photo

exhibition should reflect change and transformation. Milestones of achievements

should be depicted.  The Mission also plans to host an exhibition of South African Art at

the same times and venues as the photo exhibition. This project would be jointly

sponsored with the Marketing Division of DFA and the Department of Arts and Culture

and others who may have archive or photo materials for this purpose. The project is

intended to be mobile and thus to be taken to as many states around the country as is

possible throughout the year.
BRAZIL

Sport/Performance/Music/Dance: A South Africa vs Brazil soccer encounter could be

played at a 100 000 capacity Maracana stadium in Rio de Janeiro. The soccer should be

an event in which the South American support for South Africa's 2010 bid is celebrated,

announced and launched. The soccer event should be accompanied by a major musical

featuring prominent South African artistes.

CANADA

Media:  The High Commission in Ottawa, in collaboration with the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, is planning to broadcast a five-hour documentary focussing on development in South Africa in the ten years of democracy.  Diverse topics such as art, culture, ubuntu, African Renaissance etc will be addressed. 

MEXICO

VIP/Speaker: The Embassy will request visiting high-ranking government officials and

other experts from South Africa to participate in seminars and conferences arranged

through or in conjunction with the universities.  The African Renaissance and NEPAD

will be obvious topics of discussion.  Possibilities in this regard are the following visits:

*
Minister Fraser-Moleketi's visit to Merida in December 2003, the South African experience in revamping the civil service; 

*
Pravin Gordhan's visit to Mexico City in November 2003, South Africa's tax system as an example to Mexico;

*
Ditto for possible visit by Minister Ngubane to Mexico in December 2003 and the Deputy Minister of health to Mexico City re the Private Health Schemes in Mexico as possible example to use in South Africa.

MEXICO

Miscellaneous: The Ambassador has been in contact with the Nelson Mandela Foundation in South Africa to discuss the possibility of organising a big fundraiser dinner/gala in Mexico City in 2004.  The fundraiser will coincide with the unveiling of a statue of Mr Mandela made by a South African artist. The proceeds will be divided between the Nelson Mandela Children's Fund as well as Mexican Charitable organisations. The Mayor of Mexico City will be a major role-player as well as major companies in Mexico, which will be contacted for sponsorship to realise this project.  This project will be the culminating event in celebrating the 10 years of democracy in South Africa.

3.3
EUROPE

MULTI-MONTH ACTIVITIES

SPAIN

The Mission has convinced the organisers of Forum Barcelona 2004, the Dialogue Series which runs from 9 May – 26 September 2004, to make the AU/NEPAD one of the central themes of the Dialogue Series.  Many South African luminaries will be invited to speak, e.g. Ministers, Provincial Premiers, and people like Professor Malogapuru William Makgoba, Ankie Krog, Cyril Ramaphosa, Bishop Tutu, Justice Goldstone, Judge Albie Sachs, Nadine Gordimer, Roelf Meyer, Peter Matlare, Joel Khathushelo Nethitenzhe, Jabu Ishmail Ntsokolo Mbalula and NEPAD/AU experts.

The Dialogue series :  Over 40 different meetings, congresses and seminars with leading experts from all over the world will discuss some of the most pressing issues facing us today.  Forum Barcelona 2004 will serve, then, as a framework for joint reflection on issues which affect the development of societies and which are shaped by new forms of relationships, communication and interchange on a worldwide scale.  The Forum will focus its debates and activities around three main themes, all of which are of current interest and future importance:  cultural diversity, sustainable development and conditions for peace.  Topics will range from 141 different issues concerning socio-economic, environmental, political and cultural issues.

The Forum is meant to be great celebration, a place of creative expression and fun.  There will be a feast of activities to join in on: culinary events, concerts, fair trade, exhibitions, traditional; festivals, acrobatics, films and documentaries, crafts fairs, debates, puppets shows, fairs, circus acts, audiovisual shows, monologues, cabaret acts, marching band performances, markets, pocket opera performances, recycling, games and storytelling talks, shows, firework display.

The Forum will also offer four large-scale interactive exhibitions describing the Forum’s core themes in a rigorous, spectacular and imaginative manner, e.g. Voices, Inhabiting the world, Cities-corners, The Terracotta Warriors of Xi’am.

The Forum is jointly organised by the Barcelona City Council, UNESCO, the Catalan Autonomous Government and the Spanish Government.  At UNESCO’s 29th General Conference, the 186 member-states unanimously pledged their support to the Forum project.

CELEBARTION OF AFRICA DAY:  This event will be co-sponsored by African Mission in Madrid to celebrate Africa Day on the 25 May 2004.

NORWAY

Media (Newsletters): The Mission as well as the South African Association in Norway have electronic news letters and these would be used throughout 2004 as a means of information and to carry celebration articles.

DENMARK

Media: The electronic and print media will be approached to broadcast special programmes on South Africa's democracy throughout the year. Help with material required from Head Office.

Media (Web Site): The Mission's web site and planned electronic newsletter will be used to market the year appropriately.

FRANCE

Photographic Exhibition: The Mission would like to obtain an appropriate photographic exhibition, in particular, David Goldblatt's exhibition "South Africa before and after Apartheid" for use in France as part of the Mission's activities to celebrate South Africa's Decade of Freedom.  

Film: The Mission will investigate the possibility of screening over a number of days South African and French films anti-apartheid and relevant contemporary documentary films.

Promotion (Wine Tastings): South African wine producers are enthusiastic about participating, including by sponsoring the necessary South African wine, in various wine tasting events that are planned.

Media (Commemorative Publication in French): An idea that is as yet in its formative stage is that of issuing a high-quality commemorative publication in French. It would appear that it should be very possible to finance such a publication through sponsorships and advertising.  A collaborative effort in this matter between a number of South African Missions could be a real possibility.

SWITZERLAND

Media (Awareness Campaign): A high-level awareness Campaign '10 Years New South Africa' will be held from January to April. 

OCTOBER 2003

UNITED KINGDOM

Solidarity Conference: The High Commission hosted a major Conference to celebrate 10 Years of Freedom, give thanks to the European AAM, and rekindle solidarity with SA. The Conference was successful beyond all expectations, and a concrete programme of new cooperation to further transformation in South Africa was devised. 

NOVEMBER 2003

SWEDEN

An art exhibition in the Museum of Vexjo will be opened.  The theme gives an account of immigration into South Africa by a large number of Swedes in 1863. A documentary film has been produced with the cooperation of the City Council of Potchefstroom and the support of the Swedish Institute for Emigration. The Mission will discuss this project with DAC.

JANUARY 2004

HUNGARY

Photographic Exhibition:  by Jurgen Schadeberg from his book the “Black and White Fifties”. The Dorottya Galeria will host this photographic exhibition. It will continue at the Media Wave film & jazz festival 23 – 30 April in Gyor, possibly with Mr Schaderberg as a guest speaker.  Supported jointly by the Hungarian Ministry of Cultural Heritage and the Embassy.

SWITZERLAND

Tourism (Fair): SA will be guest country. All 9 provinces will participate (Jan 8 – 11).

Performance/VIP: World Economic Forum, Davos (Jan 20 –25) will include, at their cost, a SA cultural evening in recognition of our 10 years of freedom. 

Performance: Show Jumping - Credit Suisse International Show Jumping (January 29 Jan - Feb 1). This is an annual event that draws an international community of horse show jumpers. The organisers have expressed the wish to use South African performing artists during the cultural part of the show and have asked the Embassy to be partners in this.
Dance (Ballet): Prix de Lausanne Dance Festival for young classical ballet dancers.  This is an annual competition and could be used to expose our young talented South Africans to prestigious international competitions.
NORWAY

Tourism (Fair): The Embassy will participate in a national tourism fair. SA Tour operators have been invited to attend.

SPAIN

The FIFTUR Tourism Fair in January 2004: The Embassy will participate in a national tourism fair.  SA Tour operators and provincial Provincial Premiers have been invited to attend.

SWEDEN

The Mission will hold a seminar with the Olaf Palme Centre to spell out the achievements of the last nine years and the activities of the next ten years.  This seminar will focus on the outcome of the London Solidarity Conference.  The former anti-apartheid movement will be the main participants. The seminar will map out how the Mission and friends of South Africa will deliver on the decisions taken in London.

FEBRUARY 2004

MUNICH

Promotion (Department Store): SA Weeks at Kaufhof - This nation-wide department store chain is planning to host South African Weeks during February 2004.  The Consul (Trade) has been working with the Kaufhof buyers to source suitable South African projects. 

SPAIN

Promotion (Culinary Week): Mission has facilitated a SA Culinary Week, with food and chefs from SA and associated cultural events. Spanish and SA Tourism interests will be footing the bill.

SWITZERLAND

Performance/Dance (African Footprints): has expressed an interest to tour Europe in January-February 2004 and have included Switzerland in their itinerary. Although this musical would not be the Mission’s first one of choice, we feel its entertainment value and the fact that it also traces SA’s dance genres over the decades, would dovetail with our celebratory agenda and mood.

SOFIA, BULGARIA

Participation in Sofia and Varna Tourist Fairs 

SWEDEN

The Mission is working with Rodney Place and Dorothea Flodin on a project called “Changing Spaces”.  Activities will include a fashion show, contemporary township dance and music with performances to take place in Sweden targeting the entire Swedish population. The Minister of Arts and Culture will be invited to the launch in February and to the exhibition itself (in September).

BERLIN

Kaufhof Department Store is planning a nation-wide promotion of South Africa products.  The Mission, the Consulate General as well as South African Tourism will have been approached to partner Kaufhof in this initiative.  Kaufhof plans to print three million brochures for this promotion.

MARCH 2004

SWITZERLAND

Exhibition (Visual Arts, Photographic and Media): at Palais des Nations in Geneva for 2 weeks showing images of SA’s transition from Apartheid to the present as well as the role of the UN in the fight for human rights in SA.  

Music: project by SA and Swiss musicians to celebrate human rights and introduce spring.  (sponsored funds)

Music (Jazz Festival): The CULLI JAZZ Festival in Lausanne is an annual high quality Jazz festival in the French part of Switzerland and we would like to invite two high quality SA jazz players to participate in the event. (Sponsored funds)

AUSTRIA

Performance (Musical): Cat and the King (March 2004)

SPAIN

The Mission is in the process of arranging a Cultural and Tourism Exhibition in the Canary Islands to showcase South Africa as a tourist and investment destination.

SWEDEN

The Mission together with the Swedish Institute for International Affairs will plan a lecture on achievements made in developing and promoting a human rights culture in SA, the SADC and the African continent (within the context of NEPAD/AU).  The lecture will also look at structures put in place by the Government such as the SA Human Rights Commission, the Gender Commission, the Youth Commission etc. The Presidency will be requested to send suitable speakers.

APRIL 2004

HUNGARY

The Utazas Tourism Exhibition, promotion

The Mission will be participating at the biggest annual Travel and Tourism Exhibition in Budapest.  Members for South Africa’s provincial tourism authorities will participate alongside the Embassy and use the event to showcase SA’s diversity and variety.  There is a possibility of a workshop session with the SA travel specialists and their counterparts.

SWITZERLAND

Photographic Exhibition: Politforum Käfigturm Exhibition in Berne is an up market public and annual photo and visual exhibition which will last for 3 months.  SA will be the theme and the exhibition will include most of what will be shown in March at Palais des Nations.

uShaka: the famous opera will be shown in Zurich and Geneva. 

Film: Nyon Film Festival is an annual Swiss festival of documentary films by young producers.  Again, the opportunity to expose our up and coming film makers to this festival will be used to celebrate efforts in film making in SA. (Pro Helvetia is our sponsoring partner).
Sport (Golf Tournament): 4 Golf Tournaments will be held to raise money for SA NGOs working in social development projects (sponsored by one of the large banks in Zurich).
BELGIUM

Exhibition: of cultural products, art works, SA food, running parallel with cultural performances such as music, dance, story-telling etc.

DENMARK

Performance: National Day Reception on or around 27 April accompanied by a cultural group/performance.

NETHERLANDS

Photographic Exhibition: of works of Peter Magubane, Alf Kumalo and George Hallett.

uShaka Opera

Performance: National Day Reception including musical/cultural performance from SA.

NORWAY

Performance/Dance/Music: Choir or dance troupe and a reception in the period between 19 - 30 April 2004.

SPAIN

Media (Commemorative Publication in Spanish):  An idea that is as yet in its formative stage is that of issuing a high-quality commemorative publication in Spanish.  It would appear that it should be very possible to finance such a publication through sponsorships and advertising.

A collaborative effort in this matter between a number of South African Missions could be a real possibility.

Performance/VIP :  To have a special event coinciding with Freedom Day (not necessarily on 27 April but before or after) will follow broadly the same format as that of previous years.

The Mission would like to have a prominent guest of Honour (possibly a Member of Government) present at the occasion where a Minister/Deputy Minister could be the guest speaker and where a musical/cultural group from South Africa could perform.  UShaka Opera :  the famous opera will be shown in Madrid during this month.

MUNICH

Exhibition (Wire Art Project): The mission is cooperating with local South African and German artists as well as the Volkekunde Museum to launch a unique wire art project.  The wiring system of the Residence is being refurbished and the tons of redundant old copper wire are being donated to the project "consortium". We are planning to develop a "walk-through" wire art exhibition where South African artists and crafts people will cooperate with their German counterparts to create panels of wire art.  The idea is to launch the project during the 2004 national day function in Munich after which the project will be taken to other German cities.  This project will rely on sponsorships.

FRANCE

Performance/VIP: National Day Reception on 27 April 2004 will follow broadly the same format as that of previous years.  The Mission would like to have a prominent guest of Honour (possibly a Member of Government) present at the occasion.  A performance by a South African singer(s) is also envisaged.  The reception will be the culmination of a series of celebratory events.

Seminar/VIP/Speaker: In the week preceding 27 April, the Mission intends to present a seminar with prominent South African and French guest speakers in Paris.  The theme will most likely deal with the struggle for liberation, the transition to democracy, and the challenges of building a free, democratic, non-racist, non-sexist and prosperous South Africa.  An important underlying theme will be the importance of SA-French relations in these processes.  

Music (Free State Youth Orchestra): will be in Paris at the beginning of April 2004 and is likely to perform for one evening at the Paris Conservatory.  They would be delighted to perform for a second evening, if possible also at the Paris Conservatory, within the ambit of the Mission's celebratory events.

Performance (Theatre): The Mighty Zulu Nation, which is currently performing its musical production 'Africa Africa' in London, is investigating the possibility of performing in Paris from mid-April 2004.  Should their plans materialise, the Mission can consider utilising one or two of their performances as part of the commemorative programme.

SWEDEN

National Day Reception to be held on 27 April 2003. The Mission would like to show a video on the first ten years of our democracy followed by speeches by the Ambassador and the Deputy Prime Minister of Sweden.

The Mission is looking into producing a musical CD using prominent Swedish and South African musicians. The CD will comprise a theme song that is aimed at achieving a number of important issues.

The SADC Ambassadors accredited to Sweden are planning a fundraising project in the form of a concert.  This would culminate in a gala event in September.  The proceeds would go towards organisations caring HIV/AIDS orphans.

Production of a film/video with a theme song, featuring footages on some of the most exotic tourist attractions in South Africa, persons of eminent stature is being considered.  

AUSTRIA

Performance/Dance: African Footprints, 1-4 April

HUNGARY

Budapest will host its annual book exhibition in April.  The Mission is planning to participate by exhibiting South African books/literature/poetry.  The resources required would be the books, the possibility of a well-known South African author to give a reading or an individual versed in traditional SA story telling.

Concert and reception for National Day – Performance, dance, music

CZECH REPUBLIC (MISSION IN PRAGUE)

The activity involves arranging for a music/cultural group from RSA to perform in the Czech Republic.  The Czech Republic has a high regard for African culture and music and the Mission plans to use the occasion to promote certain of the key areas such as tourism, trade and investment exhibition.  Invitations will be sent to VIP’s and relevant stakeholders

SLOVAKIA (MISSION IN VIENNA)

Seminar, Media, Reception, Sport, talks and speeches, fair, films and documentaries, music and shows.

IRELAND

Laser show projecting the Big Five onto key buildings in Dublin’s city centre every Friday and Saturday night for the month of April to culminate in celebrations on National Day.

Having a number of taxi drivers in Dublin to decorate their vehicles in the South African Flag

Flag/Banner on key building in Dublin’s city-centre of poignant South African image (e.g. South African Flag, Nelson Mandela, The Big Five)

Busk Aid to visit Ireland and perform at various occasions – including National Day

Busk Aid was set up to help less privileged children from Soweto to experience the joys of classical music making and to provide them with training and encouragement.

Art Exhibition (Willie Bester and A le Roux). Both artists have agreed to exhibit in Dublin.

Film festival to include 4 – 5 South African films over a two – four week period.

Theatre Festival to include 3 South African plays over a two- four week period

Advertising on the DART (Dublin’s light rail system) in the theme of South Africa’s “Big Five” and the South African Flag

Five Double-Decker buses decorated as the “Big Five”

Series of high profile international speakers to address audiences on areas of human rights, fair trade and all that the new South Africa presents

South African National Day Celebrations at the Ambassador’s Residence in Dublin

TURKEY

The Mission is planning a South Africa Week in April 2004 in Istanbul and Ankara, from 19

April to 1 May 2004. There will be a Freedom Day Reception, and exhibition of coins by

the SA Mint, food festivals and two hotels, a SA wine festival, a trade and tourism 

exhibition, a performance by a SA group, and an exhibition of arts and crafts.  

Trade and Tourism promotion: The Mission is planning to hold a South African Trade and Tourism Exhibition in Istanbul from 19 to 21 April 2004, to which South African companies and organisations will be invited to exhibit their products and services. For Ankara the exhibition will be toned down with only the Mission exhibiting.  The idea is to present the Turkish public and decision-makers with as wide as possible view of South Africa i.e. “South Africa: Alive with Possibilities”.  Promotion of culture and also the opportunities SA presents with regard to trade and investment, and as a favourable tourism destination.

April 24 2003 

Three formal wine tastings are planned, one in Istanbul and two in Ankara.  Mission has solicited the support of Wines of South Africa who will be sourcing a variety of wine from estates in SA.

April 28 2003 National Day celebrations

Performing artists from Kwa-Zulu Natal, called Siyakhula, as well as Ndebele painters and two Kwa Zulu basket weaver to travel throughout Turkey. The group will perform at a reception for the Head of Mission, the Business lunch and at the wine tasting. They will perform also at freedom day and the in one of the restaurants. The performers will also form part of an exhibition at the hotel. Mission plans to invite local schools to visit the exhibition, at which time the craft workers can explain their work.

UKRAINE

Two prominent female journalists in Ukraine to visit our country in order to produce analytical article aimed at opinion formers and policy makers pertaining to SA’s successful political, social and economic transformation as well as SA’s international standing as a top class tourist destination.

SOFIA, BULGARIA

Freedom celebrations in Varna;

Freedom celebrations in Sofia;

Food festival; travelling photo Exhibition; Performance by a South African Music/Dance Group in collaboration with either Athens or one of the neighbouring countries.

BERLIN

The Mission plans to stage uShaka oratorio on 25 or 28 April 2004. This will be done in partnership with the International Music festival of SA and other SA Missions in the EU.

The Mission will celebrate National Day on 27 April with an evening cocktail. The Mission intends to invite a child from each of the nine provinces.  These would be children born in 1994, who would be turning 10 years in 2004. The aim of bringing these children to Germany would symbolise SA’s ten years of democracy. During their stay in Berlin, they will visit schools and share their experience of democracy with their German counterparts. The Head of Mission will host these children to a tea party.

MAY 2004

HUNGARY

Photographic Exhibition

The Mission has been in contact with the Star newspaper regarding the use of photographs that portray positive images about SA.  These photographs are part of the material from an award winning photographer, Ilford Uys.

BELGIUM

uShaka: 25 May

GREECE

Performance (Singing/Dancing Group): Requesting the DAC to sponsor a singing/dancing group in May 2004, to appear at the 10th anniversary Freedom Day function on 5 May, as well as at the 3rd African Food and Handicrafts Festival on 8/9 May 2004.

AUSTRIA

uShaka: 27 May – 3 June

NORWAY

Seminar: The research institutions are being encouraged to host round table discussions/seminars etc concentrating on democratic events in Africa as part of our 10th Anniversary celebrations in 2004.

SWITZERLAND

Misc: Africa Day will be used to celebrate the new SA with members of the African Diaspora in Switzerland.  It will be organised in partnership with other African Embassies and will include a focus on the history of the OAU, its role in the demise of Apartheid and the development of the AU and NEPAD and their potential for uniting and advancing the continent.

FRANCE

Film (Cannes Film Festival): The Festival has agreed to place a particular focus on SA, and to possibly screen a review of South African film.

HUNGARY

April/May 2004

Exchange of Chefs.  Promotion of SA skills and variety in the food industry.

The Mission is considering an exchange of chefs between a hotel chain in SA and the same chain in Hungary.  The inter Continental Hotel/Hilton etc. If they would agree to an exchange of chefs, then a South African Food Week could be promoted as part of the celebration.  It would include the possibility of a wine tasting evening with SA wines being served.

ROMANIA
Photograhic exhibition, a reception for National Day – promotion of Arts and Culture.

Mission is planning an exhibition that depicts SA life. 

CROATIA

Exhibition and reception

Mission will host a photographic exhibition that depicts SA life.  Arts and Culture co-operation is highly regarded by Croatia.  SA art has had a very favourable response in Croatia.

HUNGARY, ROMANIA, AND CROATIA (Mission in Budapest)

Mission will host a day for SA Expatriates living in Hungary, Romania and Croatia to celebrate SA accomplishments, music, culture etc.

JUNE 2004

NETHERLANDS

Mission will cooperate with the World Children's Festival, a Dutch NGO, that will focus 

their 2004 programme on South Africa.  The programme includes workshops in about 700

schools, reaching 15 000 school children.  The workshops will teach the children more

about South Africa, and include the message of 16 June.  These workshops will take place

from April to June 2004.  The programme will culminate in a Gala Event on 16 June 2004

in Amsterdam, hopefully with the Crown Prince, Prince Willem-Alexander and Princess

Maxima as guests of honour, and also to include a high profile speaker from South Africa, 

as well as musical and dance entertainment from South Africa and the Netherlands.  There 

will also be a prize giving for the Dutch school children that have taken part in the event.

Sport (Soccer): Friendly football match between SA and the Netherlands on Saturday 5 or Sunday 6 June 2004, followed by VIP reception.  Possibly a concert to precede football match.

Misc: Special Youth Day Programme.

NORWAY

Sport (Soccer): The Embassy is discussing possibilities around the Norway Cup with it organisers. This is an annual event during which the Norwegian soccer authorities invite young players from all over the world, between the ages of 12 - 18, to participate in an international soccer week in Oslo.  Different ideas are still being contemplated and the Desk will be informed of the outcome thereof. (June/July)

SWITZERLAND

Misc: DJ's, Fashion Shows, Photo Exhibition, Music): The whole month of June will be dedicated to young people in SA and Switzerland.  This will be the most lively month and will include some of the following activities in French, German and Italian Cantons. 

DJ’s from SA and Switzerland (with Pro Helvetia and SDC-)


Media/Photo Exhibition  / Radio Presentation

Festi Neuch (28 June) – 3rd day of Festival dedicated to SA music


Fashion shows by young designers from SA


SA Music Day in Zurich

Radio Zurich has expressed the desire to promote gospel music from SA 


Afro Pentacost Festival of African Music

HUNGARY

The Mission is organising a project involving secondary schools in Hungary to showcase South Africa’s rise to democracy, on the occasion of Youth Day.

SWEDEN

The Mission is working with one of the big supermarkets to produce a cookbook for the Nordic region. The idea is to use South African ingredients in the region in preparing South African dishes.  A team of 5 journalists from food magazines will visit South Africa to look at a variety of SA recipes.

BERLIN

The Mission will host a Gender conference in SA.  This conference is a follow-up to the South Africa/German Women in Dialogue hosted by the Mission in April 2002.  The Mission will lead a delegation from Germany consisting of Members of Parliament, business, NGOs, academics and other civil organisations active in the gender field.  The German delegates are expected to share experiences and exchange views with their South African counterparts.

JULY 2004

SWITZERLAND

Music: (Festivals/Jazz): July is Festival Month in Switzerland and our intention is to piggyback on these events by inviting South African artists to appear in them.  The most famous of these is the Montreaux Jazz Festival.  Others include festivals in Nyon, Gurten, Lugano, Gstaad and Lucerne.

Dance: Bernese Dance Festival (international) Modern Dance. This event will also offer us an opportunity to expose the talent in SA in this performing arts discipline

AUSTRIA

Music (Vienna Jazz Festival): 1-4 July, already partly financed it includes bringing some of the SA greats in Jazz to Austria like Hugh Masekela, Soweto String Quartet, Ladysmith Black Mambazo, Miriam Makeba etc

AUGUST 2004

BERLIN

The Mission will host a SA week during August 2004 to coincide with Women’s day on 9 August.

SPAIN

Photographic Exhibition: The Mission and the Embassy in France would like to obtain an appropriate photographic exhibition, in particular, David Goldblatt’s exhibition “SA before and after Apartheid” for use in Spain as part of the Mission’s activities to celebrate South Africa’s Decade of Freedom.

SWEDEN

The Mission is working with the founders of UMOJA musical with a view of hosting a show in honour of the late Swedish Prime Minister Olaf Palme for his contribution and that of the Swedish government and its nationals in the struggle against apartheid. 

During this period the Mission will also coordinate a seminar on gender issues and the role of women in the development of SA. Deputy Minister Nqakula will be invited to speak at this event.

SEPTEMBER

SWITZERLAND

Misc (SA Heritage): During this month the Embassy will Celebrate our Heritage with a number of events depicting the richness of SA’s cultural heritage. Some themes will include the following:

Story Telling

South Africa’s diverse languages

Traditional Dance and Music groups

Exhibitions of SA’s ethnological collections

Exhibitions of furniture, pottery, sculptures and others

Literature and Poetry readings 

Contemporary Dance organised by Pro Helvetia

NETHERLANDS

Film: Africa Film Festival

Seminar/Speaker (NEPAD follow-up conference): focusing on Dutch role in implementing programmes of NEPAD (September/October).

SPAIN

The Mission will host a cultural event to promote SA music in Madrid.

SWEDEN

The Art and Cultural Exhibition, “Changing Spaces” will be held in Stockholm, Gothenborg and Malmo.

OCTOBER 2004

SWITZERLAND

Dance (Multidisciplinary Arts Festival): at the Schlachthaus and Dampfzentrale in Berne to showcase the best of South African dance (With Pro Helvetia as our main sponsor)

Exhibition (Art): in Basel and Berne arranged by SA and Swiss curators who are part of a group of curators working on a project to develop curator skills in SA. (funded by Pro Helvetia and other sponsors).

NORWAY

Exhibition (Crafts): Possibly bringing South Africa craftsmen e.g. bead-weavers, basket-weavers, traditional clay pot painters, the wire artists etc. to Norway during a specific week to show their skills, to exhibit complete items and to give small group classes on their specific crafts. 

SWEDEN

Exhibition (Crafts): The mission in Oslo has been in discussions with Arts & Culture to get a group of South African women engaged in bead work to visit Oslo and they will come to Stockholm to display their bead work.

SPAIN

The Mission has also proposed that the visit to Spain by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr Dlamini Zuma to include in the programme a high level NEPAD conference, possibly arranged by the prestigious think tank, the Real Elcano Institute.

The Mission has proposed to DAC that a travelling exhibition of SA Culture along the lines of the “Ubuntu Village” at the WSSD be arranged. The Embassy has also been discussing with the most prestigious department store chain in Spain, “El Corte Ingles”, the possibility of arranging a “South Africa Month”, which will run concurrently in all its stores in Spain, where SA products (food stuffs, wine, clothing, etc) will be showcased.

Exhibition (Art)/VIP : To have a temporary South Africa art exhibition at the famous  Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, showcasing SA art and celebrating 10 years of Democracy in South Africa.  It is envisaged that the exhibition will be opened by the SA Minister of Arts, Culture, Science and Technology.

SWEDEN

The Mission is in contact with Directorate: Marketing to secure a roving exhibition for the Mission during this period.  A reception is to be hosted to launch the exhibition.

NOVEMBER 2004

SWITZERLAND

Sport (Soccer): A possible match between the 2 national teams (SA and Switzerland) is being considered, which will signify the start of our campaign for the 2010 bid noting that FIFA is based in Switzerland.  

NETHERLANDS

Dinner/VIP (Gala Dinner): High profile Business Gala Dinner organised in cooperation with SANEC.  Mr Tito Mboweni to be invited.

Dance (Dance4Life project): in Cape Town with large simultaneous event in the Arena, Amsterdam

DECEMBER 2004

SWITZERLAND

Dinner (Award Giving Dinner ceremony): (Thanksgiving Day) promoting continued collaboration and embracing new beginnings for all those who have relentlessly supported SA and the embassy in Switzerland including some Anti Apartheid activists 
Performance (Circus): SIRKONA Circus (A Swiss trained circus group from Mpumalanga)

NO DATE INDICATED

DENMARK

Seminar/Speaker: The Centre for African Studies of Copenhagen University is being engaged to arrange and host a seminar on ten years of democracy in South Africa and NEPAD.

Misc: The Mission will engage South Africa Contact, the former Danish anti-apartheid movement in Denmark and like-minded organisations to encourage them to organise relevant civil society celebrations.

FINLAND

Photographic Exhibition: depicting the course of events that led to the first democratic elections as well as an overview of achievements over the past 10 years might be held. 

AUSTRIA

Seminar/Speaker: The University Of Vienna Faculty of African Studies plans to present a series of lectures ‘SA 10 years on’.

Exhibition (Various): Consideration is being given to arrange a promotion of young SA artists – painting, pottery, sculpture etc 

Sport (Various): Consideration is being given to stage international sporting events between RSA and Austria / Switzerland / Slovenia /Slovakia / Czech Republic /Hungary. Soccer / Golf – possibly a skins tournament / Athletics Gymnastics; these would be professional events which would require a minimal financial input of funding. 

Tourism/Promotion: Tour operators promoting SA as a tourist destination, SA stalls at various events around the principal cities of Austria during January to March, traditional months of all the European exhibitions. 

MUNICH

uShaka Oratario 

NETHERLANDS

Film: Premiere of Amandla

Performance (Musical): Cooperation in launch of Lion King - Musical by Joop van der Ende.  Mr van der Ende is the most important impresario in the Netherlands and will produce the Lion King next year.  This will most likely be one of the biggest shows in the Netherlands in 2004.  Discussions have started to link the Lion King with our 2004 celebrations.

SPAIN

Exhibition (Ubuntu Village): The Mission has proposed to DAC that a travelling exhibiting of South African Culture along the lines of the "Ubuntu Village" at the WSSD be arranged.

Promotion (Department Store): The Embassy has also been discussing with the most prestigious department store chain in Spain, "El Corte Ingles", the possibility of arranging a "South African Month", which will run concurrently in all its stores in Spain, where South African products (food stuffs, wine, clothing, etc.) will be showcased.  

Exhibition(Art)/VIP: To have a temporary South African art exhibition at the famous Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, showcasing South African art and celebrating 10 years of democracy in South Africa. It is envisaged that the exhibition will be opened by the SA Minister of Arts, Culture, Science and Technology.

SWEDEN

Seminar/Speaker: The mission will have about four events organised with the Olof Palme Centre and other organisations such as the Nordic Africa Institute as well as the AAM to deliver speeches about South Africa and its achievements. The media will be engaged to give publicity of such events.

Promotion (South Africa Weekend): in Varmland which is 300 km away from Stockholm.  Art works, wines, juices, tourism material will be displayed during such an event.  South African food will be served (possibly April).

Film: The Mission is working with some journalists that have been involved in the AAM to produce a film on SA in time for the 10th Anniversary.  The work had already been started by these journalists and the mission was informed in case some assistance is needed in terms of the facts/information.

Exhibition (Art): Possible travelling SA Video exhibition (William Kentridge, Rodney Place and Jane Alexander.)

FRANCE

Music: The Mission would like to bring South African singers or a musical group to France during this period for a series of performances in as well as outside of Paris (apart from performing at the National Day reception 

HUNGARY, ROMANIA AND CROATIA

A media and marketing campaign to showcase the 10th anniversary in the media is planned in all three countries.

The 3 year Programme of Co-operation (PoC) in the Arts and Culture field between SA and Hungary is due to be signed before the end of September 2003.  Various exchanges are possible in terms of the PoC, which could be linked to the 10 year programme.


3.4
ASIA AND MIDDLE EAST

The Missions in this region will thread the celebratory and commemorative functions and events through the whole year’s programme of action.

BEIJING

Activities include:

Possible participation by the SA Navy.

A Commemorative Publication in co-operation with the People’s Daily

Cultural events, including a SA Food and Wine Festival in Beijing and select other venues in China

Hosting of a NEPAD Symposium

Freedom Day Function.

TAIWAN

A special cultural feature (fashion show, cultural group from South Africa) is being planned to coincide with Freedom Day on 27 April 2004.

A high profile Women’s Luncheon will be held on Women’s Day (9 August 2004) to highlight how the role and status of women in South Africa has been enhanced since the advent of democracy 10 years ago.

The mission will facilitate a visit by two travel journalists of the leading travel magazine, “Mook” to SA in April/May 2004, which will result in a 12—page brochure exclusively on SA tourism.  They have agreed to promote our Ten Years of Democracy in that publication.

HONG KONG AND SHANGHAI

There will be a Port call by a South African Naval vessel and the Freedom Day reception and cultural events on board will be held on board.

“10 Years of Freedom” South Africa Film Festival (21 May 2004 – 4 June 2004) – in cooperation with the Gauteng Film Office and the local authorities

SA will participate in the Hong Kong Flower Show (5 – 14 March 2004)

Weeklong Joint SAA-SACG “10 Years of Freedom” Celebration promotion involving SA chefs and the wine industry, live music performance and cultural performances.

TOKYO

Freedom Day Function.

BANGKOK

The Mission is planning a number of public events to celebrate the tenth anniversary of SA’s Democracy and Freedom 

The Ambassador  will host Freedom Day receptions in Bangkok and Phnom Penh featuring SA cultural groups and chefs. 

A special glossy supplement is planned

A half-day seminar entitled “Ten years of Democracy in SA - possible lessons for Cambodia” in Phnom Penh to coincide with the Freedom Day Reception.

Presidential video message which can be broadcast at both receptions will be requested.

JAKARTA

Ten years of Democracy to celebrated in conjunction with Freedom Day 2004.

HANOI

Ten years of Democracy to celebrated in conjunction with Freedom Day 2004.

KUALA LUMPUR

Activities for the celebration of our 10th anniversary include: a visit by a cultural group to participate at the Penang International Cultural Fest from December 2003 to January 2004; a food and beverage promotion in collaboration with the Shangri-La Hotel in Kuala Lumpur; participation by a SA cultural group at the Matta International Travel Fair 2004; performance by Abdullah Ibrahim at one of the events organised by the Mission when he visits Malaysia to launch his new album; a food and beverage promotion in collaboration with the Great Eastern Mall in Kuala Lumpur; assisting MayBank to bring Malay artists from South Africa; etc.

A high level event on Freedom Day 2004.

Some of the events will be sponsored e.g. the Gaabo Motho Cultural Dancers will be sponsored by the Penang State Government and it is hoped that Abdullah Ibrahim will perform free of charge.

A photographic exhibition is planned and the Mission is currently seeking a sponsor to fund a jewellery exhibition. 

CANBERRA

Seminars in Canberra, Melbourne, Sydney and Perth throughout the year.  Main celebration in Canberra around Freedom Day.  The seminars will focus on political liberation,  trade and investment.  These seminars will at the same time be used to promote NEPAD and members of the NEPAD Secretariat will be invited to participate.  Attempts will be made to ensure Ministerial attendance at some of the seminars 

The Australian-South African Business Council, South African friendship groups,  including former anti-Apartheid activists prominent politicians, business persons,  academics and the expatriate South African community in Australia. will be invited to these seminars.  

SINGAPORE

There’s a proposed visit by a SA Naval Vessel to coincide with  Freedom Day 2004.  
A gala evening featuring SA cuisine and wine will be held on board for 400 highly placed political, business and military contacts.  A SA cultural group will perform. Arrangements to include suitable African animals are being pursued with the local zoo. 

A morning business seminar on board.  A topic will be selected that is relevant to Singapore/South Africa interests and that is related to NEPAD priorities.  Possible industries include construction, harbour management, mining, infrastructure development.  The Mission will invite experts on the subjects from South Africa.  The Missions will invite cabinet ministers to officiate at these functions.

A full-scale performance on board by a South African group for invited guests in the tourism, arts and academic fields.

A fashion show to showcase South Africa’s jewellery industry.

An exhibition of South Africa’s sophisticated infrastructure and of those South African companies that are already making a difference in Africa, but also have stakes in Asia.  SASOL, Murray and Roberts, SAPPI, ABSA, NEDCOR, International SOS and SAFAIR are amongst the South African companies that are already represented in Singapore and they could be brought on board to help with the exhibition and to make presentations.  The mining industry in South Africa is also of interest to Singaporean investors and their contribution would be of relevance.

Alternative

Should the visit of the Naval Vessel not materialise the Mission intends to have the same programme culminating in a grand function at the Singapore Zoo.

NEW DELHI

Major Freedom Day celebrations featuring SA cultural groups are planned for Mumbai, Hyderabad/Bangalore/Chennai and Sri Lanka are planned.

For the Women’s Day celebrations in India, a delegation of four SA women will visit India to interact with their counterparts on issues related to the empowerment of women.  They will interact with and share experiences on the gains that women have made since achieving freedom in their respective countries.

SA High School pupils to visit India on a cultural interaction visit to celebrate 10 years of Freedom with their Indian counterparts, this will be a follow-up to the visit initiated by the Mission in April 2003, during which Indian school pupils visited South Africa.

Sponsors to be requested to assist with international travel from SA to India and return and the ICCR will  assist with venues and sound equipment/technical specifications.

ISLAMABAD

National Day, Africa Day and either Human Rights Day or Women’s Day will feature as part of the Mission’s activities around the celebration of ten years of freedom. Also planned is a visit of Pakistani parliamentarians to South Africa and the possibility of a journalist form Pakistan visiting South Africa.

RAMALLAH
Planned activities include:

A seminar/workshop on the South African experience with reference to the Israeli/Palestinian conflict.

 A seminar/lecture tour of Palestinian universities by a South African public figure. 

A cultural event/performance by South African artists

A South African film festival.


A Freedom Day celebration based on the theme - Ten years of democracy 

All these activities will be complemented by a strong communication strategy that would include both the printed and electronic media. 

JEDDAH

South African event in co-ordination with Riyadh and Dubai.  
KUWAIT

A high level National Day reception. 

A South African Food Week is planned for the last week of April. 

During the last week of April a South African handicraft exhibition will also take place in collaboration with a British national who collects South African handicraft. She will provide the exhibition material and the Mission will provide the venue 

The Kuwait International Travel and Tourism Exhibition will take place from 26 to 29 April 2003. The fact that it coincides with the 10th anniversary celebrations is a bonus and we are already engaged in discussions with SA Tourism to assist with the South African stand. We hope to publicise South Africa's political transition and cultural tourism at the event. If SA Tourism does not participate the Mission will consider taking a stand. It will also host a Reception for SA exhibitors and contacts in the Kuwaiti travel industry. 

AMMAN

The Mission envisages holding a promotional week with a cultural group and chefs  from South Africa at a local hotel. The Mission is also attempting to co-ordinate this event with Cairo and Tel Aviv. 

National Day . 

DUBAI (UAE)
From Jan 15 to 15 February 2004 it is envisaged that South Africa will have a Pavilion branded with the logo at the Dubai Shopping Festival. The focus of the activities will be trade and investment, tourism, and arts and culture. South African companies are expected to participate in the respective areas.

The Mission’s media strategy  will be initiated on 30 March as a run-up to National Day. It will be directed at imaging and branding South Africa as well as creating greater awareness of our country

The Mission is also planning a SA week, which will be from 19 to 26 April 2004 and will involve the promotion of SA cuisine. Hotels and major supermarkets will be involved. 

A SA Wine, Cuisine and Music Promotion Function on 22 April 2004. Mission will  promote South African wine, cuisine and music not only in Dubai but also to replicate this function in Abu Dhabi.

3.5
MULTILATERAL

Permanent Mission to the United Nations in New York

APRIL 2004

It is proposed that the National Day reception on 27 April 2004 be presented as a tribute to the important role played by the United Nations in the liberation struggle. Dignitaries who played a leading role in the UN’s anti-apartheid activities and structures will be honoured at the reception. The possibility of hosting a South African culinary week (26-30 April 2004) at the UN Delegates Dining Room is also being explored.

The possibility of issuing a special United Nations stamp celebrating the liberation of South Africa is also being pursued.

SEPTEMBER

In addition, the General Debate of the 59th Session of the UN General Assembly (28 September – 8 October 2004) provides an opportunity for the President to host a reception in celebration of the first decade of freedom, to which Heads of Government and other VIPs would be invited. The possibility of an exhibition highlighting the role of the UN in the decolonisation of Africa, including the liberation of South Africa, is also being explored with the UN Department of Public Information. The idea is that the exhibition will be installed in the UN’s visitors lobby for the duration of the UNGA59 General Debate.

4 THE DOMESTIC PROGRAMME

Members of the Diplomatic Corps were briefed on both the Celebrations and the Ten Year Review at a function to be held at the Presidential Guest House on 03 December 2003.

The Minister’s Annual Opening of Parliament Banquet in honour of the Diplomatic Corps will also feature the 10 year messaging and branding.

The Annual International Fair on the grounds of the Union Buildings planned for February / March 2004 will have a Ten Year Focus.

In conjunction with  SA Tourism, DFA will run an Outreach Programme aimed at showcasing  SA in all its beauty to the Diplomatic Corps.  A lecture / seminar programme with SA and other intellectuals, academics and thought leaders will be rolled out.  
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