Statement by Mr. Abdul Samad Minty, Governor for South Africa

to the IAEA Board of Governors, Vienna, November 26, 2003
Mr Chairperson,

My delegation wishes to thank the Director General for his latest report on the Implementation of the Safeguards Agreement in the Islamic Republic of Iran, as contained in document GOV/2003/75. At the outset, I wish to express my appreciation for the professional and impartial work of the Agency as reflected in the report. I also take this opportunity to thank the Government of Iran for the extensive cooperation extended to the Director general and the Agency which marks a new chapter in relations with the IAEA.

South Africa believes in the inalienable right of all the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) to develop research, production and use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes without discrimination, as envisaged in Article IV (1) of the NPT. We likewise also recognize the right of Parties to the NPT to participate in the exchange of equipment, materials and scientific and technological information for the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 

However, this access to the benefits of peaceful applications of nuclear technology goes hand-in-hand with the concomitant responsibility to provide credible assurances that the nuclear programmes of countries are intended exclusively for peaceful purposes. As we have stated before, States that possess extensive nuclear capabilities have the responsibility to make every effort to build confidence with the international community with regard to their peaceful uses of nuclear energy. As the internationally recognised competent authority for verifying compliance with safeguards agreements, the IAEA must therefore be able to verify through the full use of all the instruments available to it under its safeguards system ñ that nuclear capabilities are being used exclusively for peaceful purposes.

Mr Chairperson,

My delegation commends the efforts of the governments of France, Germany and the United Kingdom and, welcomes the Agreed Statement issued in Tehran on 21 October 2003. In this context, my delegation also welcomes the fact that the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran has voluntarily agreed to suspend its uranium enrichment and reprocessing activities as a confidence building measure. 

Mr Chairperson,

South Africa also welcomes the fact that the Islamic Republic of Iran has agreed to conclude an additional protocol with the Agency, and we trust that the protocol will be brought into force as soon as possible. It is our view that the early implementation of the additional protocol would serve as further important and practical confidence building measure for the international community. We repeat our call to other States with extensive nuclear facilities to sign and implement the Additional Protocols as soon as possible.

Mr Chairperson,

The concerns raised in the Director General’s most recent report on Iran are also shared by my delegation. Since the Director General’s second report to this Board in September of this year, additional failures by Iran to report in terms of its safeguards agreement with the Agency have also been identified. In this regard, we are pleased that the Islamic Republic of Iran has demonstrated its new commitment of transparency and co-operation to enable the Agency to verify all the information that has been provided by Iran on its past and present nuclear activities. This marks a new era in co-operation with the Agency and we welcome it.

Whilst noting from the Director General’s report and his introductory statement to this Board the many failures by Iran to declare material, facilities and activities under its safeguards agreement over a period of years we note that far greater knowledge and understanding now exist regarding Iran’s nuclear programme. My delegation has also noted that the Director-General in his statement before the Board last week indicated that there is no proof to date that Iranís past undeclared activities have been linked to a nuclear weapons programme.

Mr Chairperson,

South Africa welcomes the unified manner in which the Board of Governors has acted to date to encourage the Government of Iran to continue and enhance its co-operation with the Agency regarding the implementation of the NPT Safeguards Agreement in the Islamic Republic of Iran and the clarification of outstanding issues. We trust that the co-operation that has been displayed by the Government of Iran thus far will be further accelerated to allow the Agency to fulfil its mandate in the shortest possible time. We would likewise appeal to States whose co-operation is required to verify some of the critical information to extend their full co-operation to the Agency so as to ensure for a speedy resolution of the matter.

Mr Chairperson,

As Governors we have to act with a special sense of responsibility not only as representatives of our governments but as those bearing a wider responsibility for all members of the Agency, and indeed the international community. Thus we should not make hasty pronouncements on complex matters before us. I have in mind our decision in September Board when we stated that we would take definitive decision at this Board meeting. We have not been able to do that and knew that at that time, that we could not do so. Some of us did suggest that we should simply decide to take appropriate decisions. That is what we have done.

The responsibility and credibility of Governors and the Board is reflected in our decisions. Therefore, we must enhance and not damage that credibility. 

In conclusion,

Mr Chairperson,

My delegation remains fully supportive of the actions undertaken by the Director General and the Agency to date. We also wish to thank the Director general and his staff for the efforts to keep the Board informed of developments related to the implementation of the NPT safeguards agreement in the Islamic Republic of Iran and trust that the matter will be resolved soon.

I thank you, Mr Chairperson.

