Record of GOV/OR.1094

Saturday, 13 March 2004, at 1.20 p.m.

Nuclear verification  (a)  Implementation of the NPT safeguards agreement in the Islamic Republic of Iran:  Report by the Director General (continued)(GOV/2004/11 and 20)

Mr. MINTY (South Africa) commended the Agency for its highly professional efforts and  expressed appreciation for the cooperation extended by Iran to the Agency.  137. The Director General’s report and introductory statement reflected the substantial progress  made with regard to the implementation of Iran’s NPT safeguards agreement. In addition, however,  they highlighted a number of issues of concern that required further clarification.  138.  For over a decade, since the dawn of democracy in South Africa, his Government had been  consistently stating its position of principle regarding the peaceful uses of nuclear energy in  conformity with the NPT. While recognizing the importance of promoting international cooperation in  the field of peaceful nuclear activities and the exchange of scientific information for the further  development of applications of atomic energy for peaceful purposes, it believed that the possession of  capabilities which could be utilized in the development of nuclear weapons placed a special  responsibility on the States with such capabilities.  139. The Agency — as the only internationally recognized, credible and competent authority for  verifying compliance with safeguards agreements — must be able to verify with full confidence that  nuclear capabilities were being used for peaceful purposes only, and to do so through mechanisms  such as the implementation of additional protocols. The States possessing capabilities which could be  used in the development of nuclear weapons bore a concomitant responsibility to build confidence  within the international community in their peaceful uses of nuclear energy, particularly those States  which had developed full nuclear fuel cycles.  140.  Regarding the nuclear capabilities being developed in Iran, his delegation had noted from the  Director General’s report that the Iranian authorities had provided additional information to the  Agency in order to resolve some of the outstanding issues.  141.  His delegation welcomed the signing of an additional protocol by Iran on 18 December 2003 as  an important confidence-building measure and looked forward to early implementation of the  additional protocol. Also, it had noted Iran’s active cooperation with the Agency in providing access  to all locations to which the Agency had requested access, and it believed that Iran’s decision to  expand the scope of the suspension of enrichment activities to cover remaining enrichment activities  would further contribute to confidence-building.  142.  A matter of concern that would require further clarification was the reported omission from  Iran’s letter dated 21 October 2003 of any reference to Iran’s possession of P-2 centrifuge design  drawings and to associated research, manufacturing and mechanical testing activities. Also, the major  outstanding issue of the LEU and HEU contamination found at the Kalaye Electric Company  workshop and Natanz also needed to be resolved. Furthermore, the reported discovery that Iran had produced and experimented with polonium required clarification. South Africa would like all third  countries whose cooperation was essential to provide their fullest assistance in support of the  Agency’s work.  143.  His delegation welcomed the fact that the draft resolution in document GOV/2004/20 had been  adopted without a vote. It interpreted operative paragraph 9 to mean that the Board would reach  appropriate conclusions at its June meetings on the basis of the Director General’s next report.  144. His delegation believed that the Board should continue acting in a coordinated and unified  manner in order to resolve all the outstanding issues on the basis of consensus. It was grateful to the  Director General and his staff for keeping the Board informed of developments related to  implementation of Iran’s NPT safeguards agreement and hoped that the outstanding issues would be  resolved soon.   145.  His delegation hoped that all members of the Board would remain committed to working by  consensus and acting on a basis of collective unity. Genuine unity had eluded the Board on the present  occasion, although it had, in his delegation’s view, been within reach. Perhaps the Board would be  able to build on its positive experience during the current session and work as a whole for consensus  from the very outset. South Africa believed that in future all Board members would succeed in  working in a cooperative and transparent manner and, through genuine negotiations and compromise,  achieving unity and consensus.
