Record of GOV/OR.1109

Saturday, 18 September 2004, at 3.40 p.m.

Nuclear verification  (d)   Implementation of the NPT safeguards agreement in the Islamic Republic of Iran:  Report by the Director General  (GOV/2004/60, GOV/2004/76/Rev.1, GOV/2004/77 and GOV/2004/78)

Mr. THIEBAUD (France), introducing the draft resolution contained in document  GOV/2004/76/Rev.1, said the text was balanced and focused on approaches which would hopefully  allow the Board to progress in resolving the matter.   5.  The text expressed appreciation for the impartial efforts of the Director General and the  Secretariat to arrive at a complete understanding of Iran’s nuclear programme. It noted not only the  progress made but also the work that remained to be done on such issues as HEU contamination and  the P-2 centrifuge programme. It detailed the actions expected from Iran to enable the Agency to  resolve those issues and emphasized the importance of cooperation on the part of Iran.  6.  The draft resolution highlighted the importance of transparency and confidence-building  measures by Iran, particularly the suspension of all enrichment and reprocessing activities and  ratification of its additional protocol. It was incumbent on Iran to create the conditions for confidence.  The draft resolution regretted that, despite repeated calls from the Board, Iran had not implemented  without reservation the voluntary measures to which it had committed itself, and had in fact reversed  some decisions, in particular to suspend the manufacture of components for and the testing of  centrifuges, and tests on large quantities of material at its conversion facility. The text, particularly  operative paragraphs 3 and 4, specified the steps expected from Iran to restore the confidence of the  international community.  7.  Operative paragraph 5 of the draft resolution underlined the importance of cooperation with the  Agency by third countries in resolving outstanding issues.   8.  Operative paragraph 7 requested the Director General to report to the forthcoming November  Board on implementation of the resolution, and also to provide a recapitulation of the Agency’s  findings on the Iranian nuclear programme and an analysis of those findings in relation to  implementation of the safeguards agreement. Furthermore, operative paragraph 8 requested a specific  report from the Director General on Iran’s response to the Board’s requests concerning  confidence-building measures. Finally, operative paragraph 9 made provision for the Board to decide  at its November session whether further steps were needed. 9.  The provisions of the draft resolution related specifically to Iran’s current activities and  situation. They should not be interpreted as in any way affecting the right of States Party to the NPT to  benefit from the peaceful uses of atomic energy. The co-sponsors were prepared to pursue and  intensify dialogue with members of the Board, the Agency and all States Party to the NPT regarding  their determination to ensure full enjoyment of the rights laid down in Article IV of the NPT, and were  fully aware of the distinction between legal obligations and voluntary confidence-building measures.  10.  The co-sponsors had made every effort to take account of the concerns of all delegations and  hoped that the text could be adopted by consensus. It was more essential than ever that the  international community maintain a unified stance on the application of safeguards in Iran and he  appealed to the Board to consider the draft resolution in that spirit.
