Statement by the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)

at the IAEA Board of Governors Meeting

Vienna, Austria; 13 September 2004
(d) Implementation of the NPT Safeguards Agreement in the Islamic

Republic of Iran: Report by the Director General

Mr. Chairman,

1.
On behalf of the NAM Chapter, I wish to express the Movement’s appreciation to the Director General, Dr. Mohamed ElBaradei and the Secretariat for the report to the Board regarding the implementation of the NPT Safeguards Agreement in the Islamic Republic of Iran, as contained in the document GOV/2004/60.

2.
NAM recalls the previous findings of the Director General that there had been no evidence of diversion of the Iranian nuclear program for military purpose. The NAM Chapter notes that this report on Iran welcomed the additional information provided recently by Iran in response to the Agency’s requests including the prompt provision by Iran of clarifications concerning its initial declaration pursuant to its Additional Protocol. It is also noted with satisfaction that Iran since the June Board Meeting, has further granted six complementary accesses.

3.
In line with previous reports, NAM notes that in this report too, the Agency continues to make steady progress in understanding the Iranian nuclear programme. In this respect, NAM expects that this progressive development would assist the Agency in drawing definitive conclusions and confirming the correctness and completeness concerning Iran’s declarations related to all aspects of its nuclear programme,

4.
With respect to two aspects: laser enrichment activities and Iran’s declared uranium conversion experiments, NAM notes that investigations have reached a point where further follow-up will be carried out as a routine safeguards implementation matter. This is a welcome development and clearly demonstrates that there is significant progress towards the final conclusion on the peaceful nature of the nuclear activities in Iran.

5.
On the first of the two remaining issues, NAM notes with satisfaction that some progress has been made towards the origin of uranium contamination found at various locations in Iran and also ascertaining the source of the HEU contamination found. Further, NAM is gratified to note that from Agency’s analysis to date, it appears plausible that the HEU contamination found at those locations may not have resulted from enrichment of uranium by Iran. In this regard also, NAM continues to support the Agency’s efforts to resolve the remaining issue of LEU contamination. NAM also welcomes the cooperation of other States to help the Agency understand remaining aspects of this uranium contamination, and encourages the continuation of the cooperative effort. On the second issue of the extent of Iran’s efforts to import, manufacture and use centrifuges of P-1 and P-2 design, NAM notes that the Agency has gained a better understanding of Iran’s efforts relevant to both designs. 

6.
NAM appreciates that the Agency has been able to verify Iran’s suspension of enrichment related activities at specific facilities and sites, and has been able to confirm that it has not observed, to date, any activities at those locations inconsistent with Iran’s voluntary decision. In this context, NAM reiterates the basic and inalienable right of all Member States to develop atomic energy for peaceful purposes and recognizes that this voluntary gesture is a confidence building measure and temporary in nature, intended only to further facilitate a prompt closure of this Agenda Item.

7.
NAM looks forward to the next report of the Director General and believes that any issue should be resolved solely on technical grounds.  To this end, NAM attaches paramount importance to reaching decisions of the Board through consensus to bring this issue to a prompt closure and its removal from the coming Board’s Agenda, and achieve normalcy.
