Record of GOV/OR.1109

Saturday, 18 September 2004, at 3.40 p.m.

Nuclear verification  (d)   Implementation of the NPT safeguards agreement in the Islamic Republic of Iran:  Report by the Director General  (GOV/2004/60, GOV/2004/76/Rev.1, GOV/2004/77 and GOV/2004/78) 

Mr. GULAM HANIFF (Malaysia), speaking on behalf of NAM, said that, despite also having  had serious problems with other paragraphs in the draft resolution, in a spirit of consensus NAM had  decided to propose amendments to only operative paragraphs 7 and 8. Those proposals were contained  in document GOV/2004/78.  17.  As a matter of principle, NAM viewed the legal safeguards obligations of Member States as  being separate from voluntary decisions. Whilst safeguards obligations were legally binding,  confidence-building measures were voluntary. In his introductory statement, the Director General had  underlined that two interrelated but distinct sets of issues were involved in the implementation of  Agency safeguards in Iran. However, the text of the draft resolution contained no clear distinction  between them. Thus, there was an implication that Member States could be penalized for not adhering  to their voluntary gestures. In NAM’s view, that went beyond the Agency’s mandate and ran the risk  of setting a precedent.
