Record of GOV/OR.1120

Wednesday, 2 March 2005, at 10.05 a.m.

(c)  Other safeguards implementation issues  (GOV/2005/9)

Mr. WRIGHT (United Kingdom), speaking on behalf of the delegations of France, Germany  and the United Kingdom, said the Governments of those countries were conducting with the  Government of Iran negotiations towards a long-term agreement as foreseen in the Paris agreement  circulated in document INFCIRC/637. The discussions covered three areas: political and security  issues, technology and cooperation, and nuclear issues. The several meetings held so far had allowed  an extensive exchange of views, notably on ways to provide objective guarantees that Iran’s nuclear  programme was exclusively for peaceful purposes, as stipulated in the Paris agreement. Perspectives  for international cooperation in connection with the Iranian nuclear programme had been explored,  and the European side had made proposals in that respect. The meetings had allowed both sides to  identify elements for long-term arrangements in the political and security area as well as in the  economic and technological field.   24.  Those open and serious exchanges had provided both sides with an opportunity to express their  concerns and objectives. While much progress remained to be made, the discussions represented  encouraging steps towards working out long-term arrangements as foreseen in the Paris agreement.  25.  The European parties to the Paris agreement noted with satisfaction the progress reported by the  Agency with respect to the origin of contamination and the centrifuge programme. Some of the other  verification developments mentioned, however, represented matters that could undermine confidence.  In particular, the European parties regretted that Iran had failed to report in a timely manner the  excavation of tunnels at the Esfahan UCF and that, while transparency visits had taken place, Iran  seemed to have been determined to limit their scope.   26. In connection with the Agency’s monitoring of the voluntary suspension of all  enrichment-related and reprocessing activities, the European parties noted that Iran had carried out  cleaning and quality control operations on certain centrifuge components. That was a cause for serious  concern. The European parties understood the Paris agreement as a voluntary commitment on the part  of Iran to suspend all enrichment-related activities, meaning each and every one, without exception.  They urged Iran to keep to that voluntary commitment. In that regard, they thanked the Secretariat for  its monitoring of the suspension and requested it to continue to report immediately any observations in  connection with enrichment-related or reprocessing activities.   27.  The European parties had taken note with deep regret of Iran’s declared intention to proceed  with construction work on the heavy water research reactor despite previous calls made by the Board.  They fully supported the Director General’s call on Iran to ensure full transparency and extend prompt  and proactive cooperation to the Agency in order to make up for the confidence deficit created by its  past activities. In that context, they recalled the Board’s requests that Iran ratify its additional protocol.  28.  The European parties remained committed to the negotiation process launched in Paris. It was,  however, essential that confidence be maintained through continued implementation in good faith of  all aspects of the Paris agreement.
