Record of GOV/OR.1120

Wednesday, 2 March 2005, at 10.05 a.m.

(c)  Other safeguards implementation issues  (GOV/2005/9)

Mr. FABER (Luxembourg)*, speaking on behalf of the European Union, said that the candidate  countries Bulgaria, Romania, Turkey and Croatia, the countries of the Stabilization and Association  Process and potential candidate countries Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, The Former Yugoslav  Republic of Macedonia and Serbia and Montenegro, and the EFTA countries and European Economic  Area members Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway associated themselves with the statement which he  was about to make.  3.  The European Union noted with satisfaction the progress reported by the Director General and  the Deputy Director General for Safeguards with respect to the origin of contamination and the  centrifuge programme in Iran. Other developments reported by the Secretariat, however — relating to  the failure to provide information in a timely manner, the scope of transparency visits and the  voluntary suspension commitments pursuant to the Paris agreement with the E3/EU 2 — could  undermine confidence.  4.  The European Union fully supported the Director General’s call on Iran to provide full  transparency and to extend prompt and proactive cooperation to the Agency. It recalled the Board’s  request to Iran to ratify its additional protocol and to reconsider its decision to construct a heavy water  research reactor.  5.  The European Union had continuously supported the search initiated by France, Germany and  the United Kingdom for a diplomatic solution to the Iranian nuclear issue. It was currently involved in  the follow-up to the Paris agreement. In view of the conclusion of that agreement and the confirmation  of implementation of Iran’s voluntary decision to suspend all enrichment-related and reprocessing  activities, the Council of the European Union had decided that negotiation of a trade and cooperation  agreement and parallel negotiation of a political agreement should be resumed. Those negotiations  were being actively conducted on the understanding that full suspension was sustained. As the Council  had stated, solution of the nuclear issue would open the way for a durable and cooperative long-term  relationship between the European Union and Iran.  6.  The European Union was committed to its approach of active engagement with Iran. It expected  Iran to take all necessary measures to build the required confidence, meet all the Board’s requests and  fulfil the commitments voluntarily undertaken in the Paris agreement.
