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Iran

Madam Chair,

The United States [supports the resolution proposed by France, Germany, and the United Kingdom][welcomes the resolution adopted by the Board]. I want to thank the delegations of France, Germany and the United Kingdom for their tremendous effort over the least two years to help resolve the ongoing crisis of Iran’s nuclear program.

Today we are in the midst of a crisis. A crisis of confidence in the activities of one member state. And a crisis in our efforts to strengthen the nonproliferation regime.

One country is responsible for this crisis: Iran. Iran rejected the EU3 offer – before even receiving it. Iran restarted conversion – despite the Board’s resolutions. And yesterday – in the midst of our deliberations – Iran broke the seals bearing the mark of this organization.

There is only one way to resolve the crisis precipitated by Tehran: Iran must stop its activities and reconsider its course. And this can only happen if our countries, speaking collectively, make clear our serious concern. [We have done so with this resolution].

Iran’s provocative activities and Iran’s blatant disregard for past resolutions of this Board raise serious questions about its intentions. These build on questions already raised by Iran’s record of hiding activities, withholding information, and breaching its safeguards obligations.

If we cannot convince Iran to step off this dangerous road, rest assured: we’ll face yet another crisis created by Iran. Then the crisis won’t be over Iran breaking seals at Esfahan. Then the crisis will be over Natanz. 

We’ll hear the same arguments. Iran will argue that it has the right to conduct enrichment at Natanz for peaceful purposes. But think about Natanz. It was built secretly. It was built underground. It was disguised as an agricultural station. Some of you have seen it with your own eyes. Like Esfahan that feeds it, Natanz is not part of an infrastructure built for peaceful purposes.

Iran argues that it is promoting the peaceful use of nuclear technology. It is not. It is subverting peaceful use to pursue a dangerous course. Iran has no need for uranium hexafluoride. Unless – of course – it wants nuclear weapons. Iran has no need for its heavy investment in an indigenous fuel cycle. Unless, of course, it wants nuclear weapons. Iran doesn’t even have enough natural uranium to enrich for a civil nuclear program. But it has enough for a small stockpile of nuclear weapons.

We all support the peaceful use of nuclear technology. Safe, secure, and proliferation-resistant nuclear power will be a critical source of energy for developed and developing countries alike. But Iran’s activities are not the model of a peaceful program.

Today’s resolution builds on seven previous resolutions. Together they demonstrate the serious concern we share about Iran’s intentions and its disregard of international concerns. And they strongly signal our collective conviction that Iran must stop and get off this dangerous path.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

