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Agenda item 6d):
Other Safeguards Issues

Chairperson,

South Africa fully associates itself with the statement made on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement. We listened carefully to the statements made yesterday as well as of today and in particular the important points made in the statements of the Russian Federation and People’s Republic of China.

We commend the Director General for his informative and comprehensive report on the Implementation of the NPT Safeguards in the Islamic Republic of Iran as contained in document GOV/2005/67.

The report by the Director General highlights a number of important developments regarding the ongoing work of the Agency in clarifying some of the remaining issues concerning Iran’s peaceful nuclear programme. The report shows a continuing trend of co-operation by the Islamic Republic of Iran with the Agency. The report recognizes that as a result of the corrective actions taken by the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Agency was able, by November 2004, to confirm certain aspects of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s declarations which are now being followed up as matters of routine safeguards implementation under the Safeguards Agreement and Additional Protocol.

Members will recall that the Director General at the time, informed the Board that only two major areas required further clarification, namely the origin of contamination and the extent of the Islamic Republic  of Iran’s efforts to import, manufacture and use centrifuges of both the P1 and P2 design. We welcome the progress that has been made in clarifying the origin of the HEU contamination found at various locations in the Islamic Republic of Iran, and thank third countries that co-operated in the process. With regard to the P1 and P2 centrifuge programmes we  note that some progress has been made since November 2004 in the verification of statements by the Islamic Republic of Iran regarding the chronology of its centrifuge programme, although the Agency has not yet been able to verify the correctness and completeness of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s statements.

At the same time, my delegation has also noted from the Director General’s report GOV/2005/67 that “Iran failed to report to the Agency in a timely manner certain underground excavation activities that were already underway in December 2004 at the UCF at Esfahan”. We further note that although the Islamic Republic of Iran submitted the necessary design information in December 2004, it should have provided such information to the Agency at the time the decision was taken to authorize or carry out such construction, in accordance with the Safeguards Agreement Subsidiary Arrangements. According to the Director General’s report, no additional failures have been identified.

We urge the Islamic Republic of Iran to provide its continued full proactive co-operation and support to the Director General and his staff  in order to allow the Agency to ring this matter to a close and to restore confidence in the peaceful nature of its nuclear activities. It is of critical importance that the Agency is able to verify and complete its work on the ground in this regard.

Chairperson,

I now wish to turn to the issue of confidence building measures that the Islamic Republic of Iran has agreed to in its effort to re-establish international confidence in the peaceful nature of its nuclear programme. 

We all recognize the inalienable right of all NPT members, including that of the Islamic Republic of Iran, to pursue a nuclear programme for peaceful purposes in conformity with its obligations under Articles I and II of the Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty (NPT). I wish to once again reiterate  that south Africa recognizes the importance for states with access to advanced technologies that can also be used for the development of nuclear weapons to build  confidence with the international community.

In this context, South Africa therefore worked for and welcomed the confidence building measures implemented by the Islamic Republic of Iran to voluntarily adopt certain measures including the suspension of its enrichment related activities, and later, as an additional measure, to also suspend its conversion activities. However, south Africa warned Members not to equate such voluntary measures with the legally binding obligations stemming from members’ safeguards agreements with the Agency. In addition we also welcomed Iran’s decision to implement the Additional protocol as if it had been ratified.

Chairperson,

South Africa remains steadfast in its opposition to the development of nuclear weapons and firmly committed to the total elimination of all nuclear weapons. We also believe that the issues of nuclear disarmament and nuclear non-proliferation are inextricably linked. Thus, we are agreed that the Islamic Republic of Iran should not develop or acquire nuclear weapons and welcome its assurances in this regard.

Chairperson,

It is our view that, although  the issue of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s nuclear programme could be viewed as a special verification case requiring special measures, in a very real sense, all cases and situations are unique. Recent events regarding the Korean Peninsula have  again  illustrated this point.

Chairperson,

Over the years this Board has always acted in unison, focusing on finding peaceful land sustainable consensus solutions to specific unique situations. The present challenges facing the Board require us to continue to strive for consensus as a united Board.

The central objective now is for the concerned parties to resume negotiations in good faith on the basis of the provisions of the NPT and within the framework of the IAEA and, initially we need to address, as a matte of priority, the issue of conversion.

With the necessary goodwill and flexibility it should not be beyond our reach to avoid division and confrontation and secure the prize of working together to find a peaceful and sustainable long-term solution.

Madam Chairperson,

We believe that this is doable. South Africa,  as always, stands ready to co-operate on this matter.

I thank you.
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