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Photos from the event

‘It’s an important occasion to renew our commitment’

Photos by lehab Qurtal

South African Embassy celebrates their National Day

By Iddris Seidu
Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 26: The
Embassy of the Republic of South
Africa celebrated their National Day
Monday evening at the Salwa Sabah
Hallin ialmn)a with the attendance
of African, European, Asian and US
Ambassadors.

The National Day of South Africa
falls on April 27, marking 22 years
since the dawn of democracy in the
country in 1994. Speaking to the
Arab Times at the event, the South
African Ambassador to Kuwait,

HE Mzolisa Bona said today they
are looking back, appreciating the
road they have traversed in the last
22 years, deepening democracy and
also giving access, opportunities and
services to South Africans and also
celebrating South Africa’s con-
structive contribution in the global
community. “We all have a common
agenda to charter a better life for
all. On our independence day today,
we are saying we have done much
but there is still more to do to build
South Africa and a better world in
cooperation with our intemational
partners including our important
partner the State of Kuwait”.

The Ambassador who s in his
second year in Kuwait, added that
the independence is celebrated every
year in cooperation with their partner
the Kuwaiti government and the
Kuwaiti society at large. “It is an im-
portant occasion for us to renew our
commitment, our vision of a united
democratic, non racial and prosper-
ous South Africa that contributes to
a better Africa and world at large”.

South Africa, officially the Repub-
lic of South Africa, is the southern-
most sovereign state in Africa. Itis
bound on the south by 2,798 kms of
coastline of Southern Africa stretch-
ing along the South Atlantic and
Indian Oceans, on the north by the
neighbouring countries of Namibia,
Botswana and Zimbabwe, and on the
east by Mozambique and Swaziland,
and surrounding the kingdom of Le-
sotho. South Africa is the 25th-larg-
est country in the world by land area,
and with close to 53 million people,
is the world’s 24th-most populous
nation. It is the southernmost country
on the mainland of the Old World or
the Eastem Hemisphere.

Multiethnic

South Africa is a multiethnic
society encompassing a wide variety
of cultures, languages, and religions.
Its pluralistic makeup is reflected in
the constitution’s recognition of 11
official languages, which is among
the highest number of any country in

the world. Two of these languages
are of European origin: Afrikaz
developed from Dutch and serves as
the first language of most white and
coloured South Afric English
reflects the legacy of British colo-

ialism, and is commonly used in
public and commercial life, though
it is fourth-ranked as a spoken first
language.

The country is one of the few in
Africa never to have had a coup
d’état, and regular elections have
been held for almost a century.
However, the vast majority of black
South Africans were not enfran-
chised until 1994. During the 20th
century, the black majority sought to
recover its rights from the dominant
white minority, with this struggle
playing a large role in the country’s
recent history and politics. The
National Party imposed apartheid
in 1948, institutionalizing previous
racial segregation. After a long and
sometimes violent struggle by the
African National Congress and other
anti-apartheid activists both inside
and outside the country, discrimina-
tory laws began to be repealed or
abolished from 1990 onwards.

Following is an address by the
Ambassador of SA to the State of
Kuwait, HE Ambassador MP Bona
during the Freedom Day Reception
on April 25, 2016, Marina Hotel

Your I:‘(oellency. Ms Reem Al
Khaled, the Assistant Foreign Minis-
ter for America Affairs

HE Abdulkadir Abu Baker

The Acting Dean of the Diplomat-
ic Corps, Ambassador of Somalia

Your Excellences and Ambas-
sadors

Members of the Diplomatic Corps

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and
Gentlemen

Assalamou Alaykom

“Itis a pleasure and great honour
for me to welcome you on the occa-
sion of the 22nd celebration of our

N
A photo from the event

Event aims to strengthen relations with Kuwait

South Africa Week promotes its culture

KUWAIT OITY, April 26: On Apri
27, 2016, South Africa will mark 22
years since the dawn of Freedom

and Democracy on April 27, 1994.
in celebration of this milestone, the

Week is to highlight South Africa’s
achievements and the road ahead,
1o strengthen relations and partner-
ships with Kuwait, present trade
and investment opportunities, and to
promote the attractive and abund:
fourism destinations and expenenc-
es in South Africa.

Freedom Day. Thank you for bless-
ing us with your presence on this
august oc n.

“The April 27, 1994 marked the
end of over 300 years of colonial-
ism, segregation and white minority
rule in South Africa and ushered the
establishment of a new democratic
government under the leadership of
late president Nelson Mandela.

“Furthermore, 2016 is the 40th
anniversary of the June 16 Student
Uprising that marked a turning point
in the struggle for freedom and
democracy in South Africa. We are
also celebrating the 20th anniversary
of the approval of the South African
constitution by the Constitutional
Court on Dec 4, 1996.

“As we celebrate our 22nd Na-
tional Day today, we acknowledge
the injustices of our past and honour
those who suffered for justice and
freedom. In this regard, we wish to
express our deep gratitude for the
unwavering support and solidarity
that we received from the interna-
tional community during our hard
and long struggle against colonial-
ism and apartheid.

The South Africa Week kicked off
with the South African National Day
celebration on April 25, followed by
a food festival, food tastin, ing and food
products promotions in partnership

with the Westem Cape Fine Foods
Inlllahve and major retailers in Kuwait
froi the April 26-28.

Soulh A'ncan Che' will visit Ku-

0 prepare African cui-

smes inr the food 'es(wal and food

tasting events. On 26 April, the Em-

bassy will host a food festival at the

Marina Hotel for Invited Guests from

the food and hospitality industry, Ku-
wait travel trade, and the media.

“Distinguished Guests, our Free-
dom Day celebration today is an
important occasion to reiterate South
Africa’s commitment to the vision of
united, non-racial,

Embassy and the Western
Cape Fine Foods Initiative will also
have food tasting and food products
promotion evenis at Mishref Co-
operative on April 27 and the LuLu
Hygermarke\ on April 28 from 18:00
invite the Kuwait com-
munity to visit Mishref Cooperative
and LuLu Hypermarket for 2 taste
of South Africa and to see the high
quality and aﬂomabie South African
food product
The mussu)n looks forward to a
successful South Africa week in part-
nership with all Kuwait partners and
stakeholders

country can eliminate poverty and
reduce inequality by the year 2030.
This plan is backed by a massive
Ritrillion infrastructure programme

sexist and prosperous South Afri
that contributes to a Better and Safer
Africa and a Better World for ALL.

“We would also like to take this
opportunity also congratulate the
State of Kuwait, and His Highne:
the Amir, on the 55th Anniversary
of the Independence of Kuwait, 25th
Anniversary of the Liberation of
wait and the 10th anniversary of as:
sumption of power by His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al- Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Progress

“The celebration of our National
Day provides an opportunity to
reflect on progress made in moving
South Africa forward. Today, South
Africa is a better place to live in
and we are proud of the progress we
have made thus far. Amongst other
achievements, in the last 22 years,
we have built democratic institu-
tions, transformed the public service,
extended basic services to all South
Africans, created a well-developed
and diversified economy, launched
one of the most successful and
biggest renewable energy PPPs. In
terms of foreign policy South Africa
has moved from being a skunk of the
world before 1994 to an active and
constructive partner in international
relations and cooperation.

“However, we still have a long
way to go to address stubborn his-
toncal challenges of poverty, unem-
ployment and inequality. As the late
president Mandela has sai

“As long as poverty, injustice and
gross inequality persist in our world,
none of us can truly rest.”

“The National Development Plan
is our detailed blueprint for how the

non- and a industri-
alisation and industrial upgrading
programme.

“Dear Excellences and Distin-
guished Guests, this year we also mark
22 years since the establishment of
diplomatic relations between South
Africaand the State of Kuwait. We
continue to strengthen the bonds of
friendship and mutually beneficial
cooperation between South Africa
and the State of Kuwait in all fields of
common interest. More importantly,
we reaffirm South Africa’s commit-
ment (o build strong gnvemmenml_
institutional, tec] and private
sector parts s that will advance
the strategic objectives of our two
countries National Development Plans.

‘Dear Excellences and Distin-
guished Guests, in his State of the
National Address this year, President
Zuma reiterated that Africa remains
a Central Pillar of South Africa’s
Foreign Policy. Working together
with other African countries and insti-
tutions, South Africa will continue
to actively contribute to the advance-
ment of Africa’s development objec-
tives within the context of the African
Union’s New Partnership for Africa’s
Development and Agenda 2063.

Contribute

“Today South Africa continues
to contribute to Africa’s peace
and security agenda, infrastructure
development, industrialisation and
trade integration with the context
of Africa’s developmental regional
economic integration model and
programme. For instance in 2015 the
African Union Heads of State Sum-
mit designated South Africa as the
champion to develop the manufac-
turing of train engines, coaches and

wagons in Africa, South Afri
development finance institutio
are providing finance and technical
support for several infrastructure

and industrial projects in Africa,

the South African private sector is a
leading investor in the continent cov-
ering a wide range of sectors such

as banking and financial services,
energy, infrastructure, logistics, min-
ing, retail, efc.

t is within this context that we
wish to reiterate South Africa’s ap-
preciation for the State of Kuwait's
commitment to its relations with
Africa bilaterally and in the context
of the Africa-Arab partnership. We
appreciate Kuwait's humanitarian
tance and its substantial support
for socio-economic development
projects in Africa. Furthermore, the
State of Kuwait's honouring of its
pledges at the Africa-Arab Summit
in 2013 is highly appreciated. We
value Kuwait’s active engagement as
the Chair of the Arica-Arab partner-
ship in preparations for the next
Summit to be held in Africa in 2016.
We encourage Kuwait institutions
and the private sector to partner with
Africa to take advantage of the huge
trade and investment opportunities
in agriculture, infrastructure, min-
ing, manufacturing and the service
industry.

“Distinguished Guests, the com-
plex geopolitical and security chal-
lenges that we are grappling with to-
day, require a collective commitment
to address the root causes of human
insecurity in our world. South Africa
supports diplomacy and the peaceful
resolutions of conflicts gulded by the
rule of international law and multi-
lateralism. South Africa is commit-
ted to work with the State of Kuwait
and other international partners and
institutions in support of the global
agenda for sustainable development.
We commend Kuwait’s continued
support for multilateralism, hu-
manitarian assistance, international
diplomacy and the peaceful resolu-
tion of conflicts.

“We dare not fail our global com-
mitment and partnership to imple-
ment the Sustainable Development
Goals that we agreed to last year, for
this is the only path that can bring us
closer to the realisation of a Better
World for ALL.

“Lest we forget, let us recall the
former UN Secretary Kofi Annan’s
seminal report, In Larger Freedom,
wherein he counselled that “there
can be no sustainable peace without
democracy and development and
democracy and development cannot
be sustained in the absence of Hu-
man Right

“I thank you.”




